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Some of us might not live long enough to catch the final scenes in the very real-life drama about how the
earth weathers climate change, but we can already see a film documenting how a handful of people are
delaying the steps toward climate-change solutions.

These individuals have starring roles on Fox News and talk radio. They're frequent contributors to the Wall
Street Journal editorial page. They're the merchants of doubt — paid climate change hoaxsters who've
been remarkably successful in duping conservatives.

Their real life antics are chronicled in a
documentary by Robby Kenner appropriately
titled “Merchants of Doubt.” The film is inspired
by a book by the same name by Naomi Oreskes
and Eric Conway and is true to the subtitle of the
book, “How a Handful of Scientists Obscured the
Truth on Issues from Tobacco Smoke to Global
Warming.”

The film is a must-see for folks who like to see a
street hustle revealed.

Kenner uses the artifice of a magician to explain that magic tricks are “honest deceptions” designed to delight an audience. That harmless entertainment stands
in stark contrast with the dishonest deceptions of these hoaxsters — deceptions that could do grievous harm all around the world.

But when it comes to these tricks, it is wise to remember the old adage, “Once revealed, never concealed.” That's why — as “Merchants of Doubt” reaches more
and more audiences— the hoaxsters are starting to have trouble duping conservatives.

Amazingly though, the climate hoaxsters still appear regularly on trusted channels and in valuable newspapers. They come in two types. The first are scientists
operating outside of their area of expertise and are ostracized from the main body of climate science.

In “Merchants of Doubt,” Oreskes and Conway make the point that these outliers are motivated more by a concern over the growth of government than a dash for
cash.

They empower the second type — fast-talking tricksters with little or no credentials who have no compunctions about shorting the future for a quick buck today.

At republicEn.org we share those scientists’ belief in a smaller government. They might assume that we're just like the rest of the climate-change crowd, and they
might even call us “watermelons”— green on the outside, communist red on the inside. But we can assure those Cold Warriors that we are rather a deep shade of
conservative red.

We believe in the power of markets.

We believe in accountable free enterprise.

We believe that firms should compete in transparent marketplaces where all costs (including external, “social” costs) are attached to all products and all
subsidies are removed.

We believe that the government should function as the honest cop-on-the beat who makes domestic and foreign firms alike bear all of the costs created by the
sale of their products in the American market.
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We believe in the power of price signals like the ones Milton Friedman taught.
We believe in the liberty of enlightened self-interest and in the innovation that can come from a world of consumers seeking clean energy.

We don't believe in the growth of government. We think the Clean Power Plan is precisely the worst way to deal with climate change. Rather than trying to
regulate climate change down, we want to ratchet innovation up. The way to do that is not through clumsy, domestic-only, litigation-prone, sector-by-sector
regulation under the Clean Power Plan, but rather through the dynamism of a price signal that puts a transparent tax on carbon pollution and un-taxes income in
equal amounts. This dollar-for-dollar swap would actually reduce the size of government by enabling a repeal of some Clean Air Act regulations that would
become redundant given this “pricing” of carbon dioxide.

The hoaxsters counsel a “just say no” response to climate change that's about as dated as their Cold War ideology. The world has moved on, and a dwindling
number of people reject the science of climate change. The hoaxsters can try to nuke the Clean Power Plan as part of a mutually assured destruction strategy, or
they can come into this century with a creative alternative.

The risk that the hoaxsters take is that Americans will accept something over nothing, and at this point, the only entrant into the completion of ideas is the Clean
Power Plan. We need to provide a free enterprise alternative.

At republicEn.org we want to help fellow free enterprisers step forward with solutions to climate change that bring more energy, more mobility, and more
freedom. We're energy optimists and climate realists.

We can help reveal the hoaxsters’ deception by giving the Merchants of Doubt DVD to those who will arrange viewing parties. If you provide the popcorn and the
screen, we'll provide the film!

Together, we'll get to the truth. Together we'll get to a solution that fits with free enterprise.

U.S. Rep. Bob Inglis (R-SC4 1993-1999; 2005-2011) directs republicEn.org, a troop of free enterprise believers committed to action on climate change.

Peter Dimitriou says:
Feb 5, 2017 at 9:52 am
Hahahaha,
Bob, so is this how your wonderful free market and fellow conservatives act when you try to portray them as the
good guys that they most definetly are not?
“The U.S. House of Representatives on Friday voted to repeal a rule curbing methane emissions on public lands,
delivering a win, say environmental groups, to big oil and cronies of President Donald Trump.
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) regulation, finalized under the Obama administration in November,
limited methane venting, flaring, and leaks from fossil fuel production on federal and tribal lands, thereby aiming to
“avoid wasting up to 41 billion cubic feet (bcf) of natural gas per year,” as Reuters wrote at the time. The Associated
Press adds Friday: “A government report said about 40 percent of gas being flared or vented could be captured
economically and sold.”
Lukas Ross, climate and energy campaigner at Friends of the Earth (FOE), calls this “royalty-free” release of natural
gas “one of the most over-looked fossil fuel subsidies on the books."”
Make America Great Again, Flare More Natural Gas!!!! Hahaha
Full article here:
http:/www.juancole.com/2017/02/cooking-congress-emissions.html
Reply
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Carolee says:
Feb 10,2017 at 6:31 pm
| would very much like to hear a response to the above issue. | share the same concerns. DuPont is an example is a
company who killed people by polluting their water supply, resulting in cancer and deformed infants, and the
compant knew it for decades. They did not do the right thing on their own. Regulation is needed. And people to
check the companies. Lawsuits are too late. Methane is the same issue. It's a slower toll but far deadlier. | saw you
speak in New Jersey, Bob. | would like to hear your response to this. | think both are needed. Maybe not the cpp, but
some regulations at the federal level.

Reply

Nils says:
Feb 11, 2017 at 8:31 am
America is the most innovative country on earth. Innovation can tackle climate change, it just takes sufficient will
to deal with it in earnest. Good that Bob calls on fellow conservatives to join the competition for solutions.

Reply
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