
 

 

 

SPEAKER BIOS 
WELCOMING REMARKS 

Camille A. Nelson 
Dean, American University Washington College of Law 
 

Camille Nelson has long been an outstanding member of the law community 
before her recent appointment as Dean of the Washington College of Law. She 
has previously served as the Dean of Suffolk University's School of Law in 
Boston and was a Professor of Law at Hofstra Law School. Dean Nelson was also 
a Dean's Scholar in Residence and visiting Professor of Law at the Washington 
University in St. Louis School of Law. Dean Nelson was the first Black woman to 

clerk for the Supreme Court of Canada, the first woman and person of color to have been appointed dean at 
Suffolk University Law School, and the first Black person to be appointed dean at American University 
Washington College of Law. She is a member of the Governing Council of the American Bar Association Center 
for Innovation and the Executive Committee of the Association of American Law Schools. 
Follow on Twitter: @AUWCLDean  

 

Vicky Wilkins 
Interim Dean, American University School of Public Affairs 
 

Vicky M. Wilkins is the Interim Dean of the School of Public Affairs and Professor of Public 
Administration and Policy at American University. Her primary research interests include 
representative bureaucracy; bureaucratic discretion; gender and race issues; 
deservingness; political institutions and human resource management. Dean Wilkins 
earned her BS in Political Science and History from Northern Michigan University, her MS 
in Human Resource Management from Chapman University, and her PhD in political 
science from the University of Missouri. 

Follow on Twitter: @VickyWilkins1 

 
 
 



John Delaney  
Dean, American University Kogod School of Business 
 

John T. Delaney is Professor of Management and Dean of the Kogod School of Business at 
American University. He is widely recognized for his scholarship in negotiation, dispute 
resolution, and labor-management relations. He has given expert testimony to the National 
Labor Relations Board and the Subcommittee on Labor of the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Labor and Human Resources and has regularly served on business school accreditation 
review committees for the AACSB.  
 

 
Ted Hutchinson 
Executive Director, American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics 

 
In 2009, Ted Hutchinson was appointed Executive Director of the American Society of Law, 
Medicine & Ethics. He also serves as the Editor of the Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics, 
and oversees all of the publishing activities of ASLME. Mr. Hutchinson graduated with 
honors from Providence College and received a Master's Degree in history from Tufts 
University. In addition to his work with ASLME, he serves on the editorial boards of the 
Cambridge Dictionary of Bioethics and the journal Finest Hour. His scholarly and popular 
writings have appeared in many publications. Follow on Twitter: @ehutch01 

 
 

  



PLENARY SESSION 1 
HEALTH REFORM: PERSPECTIVE FROM A PURPLE STATE 

 

Lindsay F. Wiley 
Professor of Law and Director of the Health Law and Policy Program, American University Washington College 
of Law and President, American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics 

 
Lindsay F. Wiley, JD, MPH teaches torts, health law, and public health law. Her 
research focuses on access to health care and healthy living conditions in the 
U.S. and globally. She is the author of Public Health Law: Power, Duty, 
Restraint (3d. ed. with L. O. Gostin, 2016) and the forthcoming Public Health Law 
and Ethics: A Reader (3d. ed. under contract with U.C. Press). Professor Wiley is 
President-Elect of the American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics, having 

served as a member of the Board of Directors since 2015. From 2014-2017 she served as an appointed member 
of the National Conference of Lawyers and Scientists. In 2016 she was awarded AUWCL’s Innovation in Teaching 
Award. In 2015 she was awarded AUWCL’s Elizabeth Payne Cubberly Scholar Award. In 2012, she was selected 
as one of four emerging health law scholars by the American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics and St. Louis 
University. Wiley received her AB and JD, magna cum laude, from Harvard, where she served on the Harvard 
Law Review, and her MPH from Johns Hopkins. 
Follow on Twitter: @ProfLWiley 

 
Mandy Cohen 
Secretary, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
 

Secretary of the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services Mandy Cohen, 
MD, MPH, and her team work tirelessly to improve the health, safety and well-
being of North Carolinians. Among her top priorities are combating the opioid 
crisis, building a strong, efficient Medicaid program, and improving early 
childhood education. Secretary Cohen has called on clinicians across the state to 
assist in fighting the opioid epidemic . In May, she began a multi-city tour of 
listening sessions to hear feedback from residents on Medicaid and NC Health 
Choice transformation. Cohen is an internal medicine physician and has 
experience leading complex health organizations. Before coming to the North 
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services she was the Chief Operating 
Officer and Chief of Staff at the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS). She brings a deep understanding of health care to the state and has been 
responsible for implementing policies for Medicare, Medicaid, the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program and the Federal Marketplace. A graduate of Cornell 
University, she received her medical degree from Yale School of Medicine, a 
Master’s in Public Health from the Harvard School of Public Health and trained 

in Internal Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital.  
Follow on Twitter: @SecMandyCohen  
 
 

  



PLENARY SESSION 2 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN HEALTH REFORM 

Abbe Gluck 
Professor of Law, Yale Law School  
 

 Abbe R. Gluck is a Professor of Law and the Faculty Director of the Solomon Center for Health 
Law and Policy at Yale Law School. She joined Yale Law School in 2012, having previously served 
on the faculty of Columbia Law School. She is an expert on Congress and the political process, 
federalism, civil procedure, and health law, and is the chair emerita of Section on Legislation 
and the Law of the Political Process for the Association of American Law Schools. Prior to law 
school, she worked in the U.S. Senate for Senator Paul S. Sarbanes of Maryland. Before 
returning to government work after law school, Professor Gluck was associated with the Paul 
Weiss firm in New York. Professor Gluck currently serves on numerous boards and 

commissions, including as an appointed member of both the Uniform Law Commission and the New York State 
Taskforce on Life and the Law, and as an elected member of the American Law Institute. In 2015, Gluck received 
the Law School’s teaching award.  Follow on Twitter: @YaleAG 
 

Allison K. Hoffman 
Professor of Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School  
 

 Allison Hoffman, an expert on health care law and policy, is a Professor of Law at University 
of Pennsylvania Law School, having until this year served on the faculty at UCLA School of 
Law. Professor Hoffman’s work examines some of the most important legal and social issues 
of our time, including health insurance regulation, the Affordable Care Act, Medicare and 
retiree healthcare expenses, and Medicaid and long-term care. She is co-editor of the Oxford 
Handbook of U.S. Health Law (2007) and chairs the Insurance Law Section of the Association 

of American Law Schools. Professor Hoffman has extensive experience working as a lawyer and business 
consultant in the health care industry. She practiced law at Ropes & Gray, LLP, where she counseled clients on 
health care regulatory matters. She has also provided strategic business advice to health care companies as a 
consultant at The Boston Consulting Group and The Bridgespan Group. Immediately prior to joining the faculty 
at UCLA, she was a fellow at Harvard’s Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, and Bioethics. 
 

Timothy Jost 
Professor Emeritus, Washington and Lee University School of Law  

 
Jost retired as the Robert L. Willett Family Professorship of Law at the Washington and Lee 
University School of Law. He is a co-author of a casebook, Health Law, used widely throughout 
the United States in teaching health law, and of a treatise and hornbook by the same name. 
He is also the author of Health Care Coverage Determinations: An International Comparative 
Study; Disentitlement? The Threats Facing our Public Health Care Programs and a Rights-
Based Response; and Readings in Comparative Health Law and Bioethics, the second edition 
of which appeared this spring. He has also written numerous articles and book chapters on 
health care regulation and comparative health law and policy, and has lectured on health law 

topics throughout the world. His most recent book is Health Care at Risk: A Critique of the Consumer-Driven 
Movement, which was published by Duke University Press in 2007. 

 

 



Sheila Lieber 
Former Deputy Director, Civil Division, U.S. Department of Justice 
 

Sheila Lieber recently retired as Deputy Director, Civil Division, U.S. Department of Justice. She 
graduated from Georgetown University Law School and joined the Justice Department in 1978 
under the Honors Program. She served as Deputy Director in the Civil Division, Federal 
Programs Branch of the Justice Department for 30 years. As Deputy Director, Lieber was 
responsible for supervising the defense in federal district courts across the country of all the 
major challenges to the statutes, regulations, and programmatic decisions of the Department 
of Health and Human Services. This included the initial Commerce and Spending Clause 
challenges to the Affordable Care Act and subsequent cases concerning state participation in 

health insurance exchanges, contraceptive coverage regulations, House v. Burwell, and the other post-NFIB 
challenges.  Lieber has also supervised and personally handled numerous challenges to Medicaid waivers and 
state plan amendment approvals and denials. 

 
Timothy Westmoreland 
Professor from Practice, Georgetown University Law Center, former Counsel, House of Representatives 
Subcommittee on Health and the Environment, and former Director, Center for Medicaid and State 
Operations, Health Care Financing Administration 

 
Since 2001, Professor Westmoreland has taught at Georgetown about health law, about 
federal budgets, and about legislation. Prior to that, he was the senior policy fellow at the 
Federal Legislation Clinic. He has worked extensively on public health and health finance 
policy. He has served as Counsel to the Subcommittee on Health and the Environment in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and later as the Director of the Medicaid program at 
HHS. Outside of government, he served as counsel to the Advisory Committee on Tobacco 
Policy and Public Health and as an advisor to both the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
and the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation. He has been the recipient of a Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation Investigator in Health Policy Award, working on budget process 
and health policy. 

 

Sarah Dash 
President and CEO, Alliance for Health Policy 
 

Sarah joined the Alliance for Health Policy in April 2014 as vice president for policy. Prior to 
joining the Alliance, she was a member of the research faculty at the Georgetown University 
Health Policy Institute in the Center on Health Insurance Reforms. She has also served as a 
senior health policy aide on Capitol Hill. She received her master’s degree in public health 
from Yale University and a bachelor of science from MIT. Follow on Twitter: @SarahJDash  
 

 
  



CONCURRENT SESSION 1A: HEALTH CARE DELIVERY AND PAYMENT REFORM: GLOBAL 

PAYMENT AND PROVIDER INCENTIVES 
   

Joseph Antos 
Resident Scholar, Wilson S. Taylor Scholar in Health Care and Retirement Policy, American Enterprise Institute 
 

Joseph Antos is the Wilson H. Taylor Scholar in Health Care and Retirement Policy at the 
American Enterprise Institute (AEI), where his research focuses on the economics of health 
policy — including the Affordable Care Act, Medicare, the uninsured, and the overall reform of 
the health care system and its financing. He also studies the impact of health care expenditures 
on federal budget policy. Before joining AEI, Antos was assistant director for health and human 
resources at the Congressional Budget Office (CBO). He has also held senior positions in the US 
Department of Health and Human Services, the Office of Management and Budget, and the 

President’s Council of Economic Advisers. He served a seven-year term as health adviser to CBO, and two terms 
as a commissioner of the Maryland Health Services Cost Review Commission. In 2013, he was also named 
adjunct associate professor of emergency medicine at George Washington University. Follow on Twitter: 
@joeantos  
 

Gwendolyn Roberts Majette 
Associate Professor, Cleveland-Marshall College of Law  
 

Gwendolyn Roberts Majette received her undergraduate degree from Emory University, her 
J.D. from the George Washington University School of Law, and her LL.M. in Global Health, with 
distinction from Georgetown University Law Center.  Professor Majette's scholarship focuses on 
patients' rights, delivery system reform, and health care reform.  Her scholarship has been cited 
in a leading health law text and relied on by the United States Commission for Civil Rights, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and the World Health Organization. From 2016 – 
2017, Professor Majette served as an expert advisor to the Co-Chair of the Massachusetts 
Special Commission on Provider Price Variation.  In 2015, she served on the executive team of a 

public corporation as the Director of Policy for a state-based exchange.  Additionally, Professor Majette worked 
on Medicare, Medicaid, and Health Care Reform policy as a Congressional Legislative Fellow with the United 
States Congress.  

 

Aditi P. Sen 
Assistant Professor, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 

Aditi P. Sen is a health economist and assistant professor in the Department of Health Policy 
and Management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Her research 
addresses the potential of innovative payment and delivery models, as well as insurance 
design, to improve the quality and value of health care. Specifically, she is interested in how 
varying financial, behavioral, and organizational incentives impact provider behaviors, 
including the “disadoption” of low-value services, prescription of high-price drugs, and 
provision of mental health services.  She served for a year on the staff of the White House's 
Council of Economic Advisers. Dr. Sen received her B.A. from Yale University and her Ph.D. in 
health economics from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. Follow on 

Twitter: @aditipsen 

 



Matthew J. B. Lawrence 
Assistant Professor of Law, Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School of Law 
 

 Lawrence teaches Health Law and Administrative Law at Dickinson Law, Pennsylvania State 
University, where he is an Assistant Professor of Law and holds a joint appointment at Penn 
State College of Medicine.  He previously taught a course at Harvard Law School on “Law and 
Medicine: The Affordable Care Act”  
while an academic fellow at the Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law Policy, Bioethics and 
Biotechnology. Lawrence also has deep federal government experience, having worked on 
healthcare regulatory issues during the Obama and Trump administrations as attorney advisor 

in the Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget, Office of General Counsel and as a 
trial attorney in the Federal Programs Branch of the Civil Division of the United States Department of Justice. In 
2016 he received an individual special commendation award for his defense of lawsuits challenging ACA and 
Medicare programs at DOJ. Lawrence’s scholarship has been published in the NYU Law Review, University of 
Cincinnati Law Review, Fordham Law Review, and Indiana Law Journal.  He began his legal career as a law clerk 
to the Honorable Douglas Ginsburg on the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. 
Follow: @mjblawrence 
 

Kirk Nahra  
Partner, Wiley Rein LLP and Adjunct Professor, American University Washington College of Law 
 

Mr. Nahra is a partner with Wiley Rein LLP in Washington, D.C., where he specializes in privacy 
and information security litigation and counseling, along with a variety of health care and 
compliance issues. He is chair of the firm’s Privacy Practice and co-chair of its Health Care 
Practice. He provides advice on data breaches, enforcement actions, contract negotiations, 
business strategy, research and de-identification issues and privacy, data security and 
cybersecurity compliance. He also works with insurers and health care industry participants in 
developing compliance programs and defending against government investigations. Follow on 

Twitter: @KirkJNahrawork  

 
  



CONCURRENT SESSION 1B 
THE FUTURE OF MEDICAID AND CHIP: COMPETING PRIORITIES 

 
Sara Rosenbaum 
Professor of Law and Public Health, George Washington University 

 
Sara Rosenbaum J.D. is the Harold and Jane Hirsh Professor of Health Law and Policy and 
Founding Chair of the Department of Health Policy at the Milken Institute School of Public 
Health, George Washington University. She also holds professorships in the Trachtenberg 
School of Public Policy and Public Administration and the Schools of Law and Medicine and 
Health Sciences. A graduate of Wesleyan University and Boston University Law School, 
Professor Rosenbaum has devoted her career to issues of health justice for populations who 

are medically underserved as a result of race, poverty, disability, or cultural exclusion.   An honored teacher and 
scholar, a highly popular speaker, and a widely-read writer on many aspects of health law and policy, Professor 
Rosenbaum has emphasized public engagement as a core element of her professional life. Among other honors, 
Professor Rosenbaum is a member of the National Academy of Medicine and was a founding Commissioner of 
the Congressional Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC), serving as its chair from 
January 2016 through April 2017, when her 7-year term completed. 
 

Liz McCuskey 
Associate Professor, University of Toledo School of Law 
 

 Liz McCuskey is a Visiting Professor at Saint Louis University's Center for Health Law 
Studies and an Associate Professor at the University of Toledo College of Law, where 
she directs the University's Health Law program and JD/MD and JD/MPH joint-degree 
programs.  Her research examines health law's federalism angles and courts' roles in 
implementing policy, particularly through waiver and preemption.  She was selected 
as a 2016 Health Law Scholar by ASLME and Saint Louis University School of Law.  
Professor McCuskey teaches Health Law, Health Care Finance & Business Planning, 

and Food & Drug Law.  Before entering academia, she managed a public benefits clinic with Philadelphia Legal 
Assistance and practiced law with Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, where she litigated antitrust, appellate, and 
attorney-general fraud cases for health care clients. 
 

Elizabeth Taylor 
Executive Director, National Health Law Program 

 
Elizabeth G. Taylor is the executive director of the National Health Law Program. Based in 
NHeLP's Washington office, Elizabeth leads a nationally recognized legal nonprofit dedicated to 
protecting and advancing the health rights of low income and underserved individuals. 
Elizabeth has spent her career advancing justice both in the courtroom and the board room. 
She joined NHeLP from the U.S. Department of Justice, where she served for three years as 
Principal Deputy Associate Attorney General during the first and second terms of the Obama 
Administration. While at DOJ, Elizabeth helped develop federal policy and litigation strategy 
regarding several federal health care initiatives, including the Affordable Care Act and 

emergency contraceptives. She also led negotiations on cases arising from the mortgage crisis and reviewed 
agency policies implementing the Supreme Court decision striking down the Defense of Marriage Act. Prior to 
entering the federal government, Elizabeth was a partner for 15 years at the Washington, DC, law firm 



Zuckerman Spaeder, where she litigated civil and criminal cases in federal and state courts across the country. 
Follow on Twitter: @elizgtaylor 
 

David Cade 
CEO, American Health Lawyers Association, former Deputy General Counsel, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services 
 

David S. Cade is the Executive Vice President/CEO of the American Health Lawyers Association 
(AHLA), the nation’s largest nonpartisan educational organization devoted to legal issues in the 
health care field. The Association’s more than 13,500 members practice in a variety of settings 
in the health care community. He joined AHLA in March 2015. Mr. Cade’s broad leadership 
experience in the health law profession includes a 14-year role as Deputy General Counsel at 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), where he supported program policy 
and developed legal positions to expand health insurance and coverage options for Medicare 

beneficiaries, as well as established creative solutions to support Medicaid program expansions. During his 28 
year career at HHS, he also served as the Acting General Counsel and he was the Director of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services’ Family and Children’s Health Programs Group and Acting Deputy Director of 
the Medicaid Bureau. Mr. Cade also served as a working group member of the Clinton White House Task Force 
on Health Care Reform. 
 
Lewis Grossman 
Professor of Law, American University Washington College of Law 
 

Lewis Grossman is Professor of Law at the Washington College of Law, where 
he has taught since 1997 and where he served as Associate Dean for 
Scholarship from 2008 to 2011. Professor Grossman is on sabbatical during 
academic year 2017-18, serving as a Law and Public Affairs (LAPA) Fellow at 
Princeton University. He teaches and writes in the areas of American legal 
history, food and drug law, health law, and civil procedure. He has also been a 

Visiting Professor of Law at Cornell Law School. Professor Grossman’s scholarship has appeared in the Cornell 
Law Review, Law and History Review, Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law & Ethics, and Administrative Law 
Review, among others. He has made recent contributions to volumes published by Oxford University Press and 
Columbia University Press. He is the co-author of Food and Drug Law: Cases and Materials (with Peter Barton 
Hutt and Richard A. Merrill) and of a widely used supplement to the first-year civil procedure course titled A 
Documentary Companion to A Civil Action (with Robert G. Vaughn). Professor Grossman is currently at work on 
a book titled Choose Your Medicine: Freedom of Therapeutic Choice in American Law and History, which will be 
published by Oxford University Press. He has served as a member or legal consultant on three committees of the 
Health and Medicine Division of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (formerly the 
Institute of Medicine).  

  



CONCURRENT SESSION 2A 

PRIVATE INSURANCE: SUBSIDIES, RISK ADJUSTMENT, AND ADVERSE SELECTION 
 

Joel Michaels  
Partner, McDermott, Will & Emery and Adjunct Professor, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State 
University. 
 

Joel L. Michaels advises clients on health care insurance and health care delivery system 
organization, financing, and regulation. He provides legal counsel to national and regional 
health insurers across the United States, in addition to advising pharmacy benefit managers, 
specialty health care service vendors and national health care associations. He served as the 
partner-in-charge of the Firm’s Washington Health Industry Advisory Practice Group for over 
15 years. He is one of the few health care attorneys nationwide to receive the top-tier 

recognition by Chambers USA in both the healthcare transactional and health care regulatory categories. Joel 
assists clients in health insurance regulatory issues at the state and federal levels, including the challenges 
presented by the Affordable Care Act. He draws on his experience with a wide variety of state health insurance 
and federal laws that affect provider/health plan relationships as a critical component of the advice he provides 
clients. Joel has served as an adjunct member of the American University, Washington College of Law faculty 
and is also an adjunct faculty member of the Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
where his focus is on health insurance and the law. 
 

Jeanne Lambrew 
Senior Fellow, Century Foundation, former Deputy Assistant to the President for Health Policy 
 

Jeanne Lambrew, PhD, is a senior fellow at The Century Foundation and an adjunct professor 
at the NYU Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. Her writing, research, and teaching 
focus on policies to improve health care access, affordability, and quality. Previously, she 
worked in the Obama Administration. In the first two years, she was the director of the Office 
of Health Reform at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). From 2011 to 
January 2017, she worked at the White House as the deputy assistant to the president for 

health policy. Prior to joining the Obama Administration, Lambrew was an associate professor at both the 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs in Austin, Texas (2007–2008) and the George Washington University 
School of Public Health (2001–2007). She also served as senior fellow for health policy at the Center for 
American Progress (2003–2007).  
 

William B. Schultz 
Partner, Zuckerman Spaeder, former General Counsel, Department of Health and Human Services 
 

William B. Schultz represents healthcare consumers, payers and providers with complex 
regulatory issues before the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), other 
federal agencies, and the courts. Bill served as General Counsel of HHS from March 2011 
to June 2016, where he was legal counsel to two HHS secretaries on all legal matters. The 
office of general counsel is responsible for all litigation where HHS is a party, ensuring 
regulations and policy decisions are consistent with the law, reviewing legal issues 
involving appropriations, and ensuring ethical rules are followed. Prior to joining HHS, Bill 

was a partner at Zuckerman Spaeder and represented nonprofit organizations, state and local governments, 
individuals, generic drug companies and small biotechnology companies. 
 



Brendan S. Maher 
Professor of Law, Director, Insurance Law Center, University of Connecticut School of Law 

 
Brendan S. Maher is the Connecticut Mutual Professor of Law at the University of Connecticut 
and the Director of the law school’s independently endowed Insurance Law Center. A graduate 
of Stanford University and Harvard Law School, Professor Maher is the faculty advisor for the 
peer-reviewed Connecticut Insurance Law Journal and a nationally recognized expert in the 
regulation of insurance, pensions, and health care. He is a leading authority on ERISA and the 
Affordable Care Act, and also teaches and studies the procedural and evidentiary aspects of 
civil litigation in federal courts. Professor Maher routinely appears before the United States 
Supreme Court, including recently representing the state of Vermont in Gobeille v. Liberty Mut. 

Ins. Co., 136 S. Ct. 936 (2016).  
Follow on Twitter: @BrendanSMaher 
 

Taryn Morrissey 
Associate Professor, American University School of Public Affairs 
 

 Taryn Morrissey is Associate Professor of Public Policy at American University's School of 
Public Affairs. Her research examines the causes, consequences, and policy solutions for 
disparities in health and achievement. From January 2013 to August 2014, Dr. Morrissey was 
on leave from AU serving as Senior Advisor for Human Services Policy in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) at the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. Prior to joining the AU faculty in 2010, Taryn Morrissey served as a Health 

Policy Advisor on the staff of the U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee, first for 
Senator Edward Kennedy and then for Senator Tom Harkin, primarily working on the Affordable Care Act. She 
holds a PhD in Developmental Psychology from Cornell University. 

 
 
  



CONCURRENT SESSION 2B 
HEALTH REFORM: IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH EQUITY 

 
Daniel Dawes 
Executive Director of Health Policy and External Affairs, Morehouse School of Medicine  
 

Daniel E. Dawes is a nationally recognized leader in the health equity movement and has 
led numerous efforts to address health policy issues impacting vulnerable, under-served, 
and marginalized populations. He is a health care attorney and administrator and a lecturer 
of health law and policy at the Satcher Health Leadership Institute. Dawes was instrumental 
in shaping the Affordable Care Act and founded and chaired the largest advocacy group, the 
National Working Group on Health Disparities and Health Reform, focused on developing 

comprehensive, inclusive and meaningful legislation to reform the health care system and address the 
disparities in health care and health status among racial and ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, women, 
children, LGBT individuals, and other vulnerable groups in the United States. He is the co-founder of the Health 
Equity Leadership and Exchange Network (HELEN), which is a national network of health equity champions in 
virtually every state and territory. Follow on Twitter: @DanielEDawes  

 
Renée M. Landers 
Professor of Law, Suffolk University School of Law 

 
Renée M. Landers is Professor of Law at Suffolk University Law School and is the 
Faculty Director of the school’s Health and Biomedical Law Concentration.  
President of the Boston Bar Association in 2003-2004, she was the first woman of 
color and the first law professor to serve in that position.  She has worked in private 
practice and served as Deputy General Counsel for the U.S. Department of health 

and Human Services and as Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Office of Policy Development at the U.S. 
Department of Justice during the Clinton Administration. She also has served as a member of the board of 
Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts and continues to serve on that board’s governance and risk 
management committees.  She was a member of the Massachusetts Commission on Judicial Conduct and served 
as Vice Chair of the Commission from 2009 to 2010.  She served on the task force that drafted the revised Code 
of Judicial Conduct effective in 2016 and currently is a member of the Committee on Judicial Ethics which 
advises judges on compliance with the Code.  An elected member of the National Academy of Social Insurance 
since 2008, she currently serves as Vice President of the NASI Board of Directors. She is the author of articles on 
the potential for Massachusetts health care reform initiatives to eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in health 
care and aspects of the Affordable Care Act.  In addition to health care, Landers has written on diversity in the 
legal profession and privacy and is a regular commentator on legal developments in constitutional law, health 
law, and administrative law for media organizations. 

 
Mary Crossley 
Professor of Law, University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
 

 Mary Crossley's scholarship has examined issues of inequality in the financing and delivery of 
health care, encompassing topics ranging from how health insurance coverage effectively 
discriminates against unhealthy people to how hospitals’ community need health assessments 
can be tools for addressing racial health disparities. Crossley was appointed Dean and 
Professor of Law at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 2005 and served as Dean 



from 2005-2012, focusing her leadership on initiatives relating to curricular reform, innovation programming, 
and promoting diversity. In 2013 she was selected as a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Public Health Law 
Scholar in Residence, and in 2014-15 she served as a Faculty Mentor for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Future of Public Health Law Education Faculty Fellowship Program. She was elected to membership in the ALI in 
2016.  Follow on Twitter: @MaryCrossley  

 
MaryBeth Musumeci 
Associate Director, Program on Medicaid and the Uninsured, Kaiser Family Foundation 
 

MaryBeth Musumeci is an Associate Director at the Program on Medicaid and the 
Uninsured, where she concentrates on Medicaid for people with disabilities, including 
issues related to people dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid and long-term 
services and supports.  Prior to joining the KFF, she held Clinical Teaching Fellowship at 
Villanova University School of Law and spent eight years as a civil legal aid lawyer, 
most recently as the Deputy Legal Advocacy Director of the Disabilities Law Program at 

Community Legal Aid Society, Inc. in Wilmington, Delaware.  Previously, she developed and taught a seminar in 
Public Benefits Law at Widener University School of Law, clerked in the Delaware Family Court, and held an 
Independence Foundation Public Interest Law Fellowship representing women transitioning from welfare to 
work in Chester, Pennsylvania.  She received her B.A. with highest honors from Douglass College, Rutgers 
University and her J.D. from Harvard Law School.  Follow on Twitter: @mmusumec  

 
Capri S. Cafaro 

Executive in Residence, American University School of Public Affairs, former Minority Leader, Ohio Senate  
 

Former Ohio State Senator Capri S. Cafaro is the newest Executive in Residence at 
American University’s School of Public Affairs. During her 10 years as a Democrat in the 
Ohio Senate, Cafaro established track record of legislative effectiveness and leadership, 
advocating for economic growth, healthcare, and victim’s rights. Cafaro has been 
recognized as Legislator of the Year for the Ohio Association of Advanced Practice 
Nurses, The Ohio Speech and Hearing Association, The Ohio Association of Area 

Agencies on Aging, The Ohio Am Vets, the Ohio Soy/Corn/Wheat Association and the Ohio Public Children 
Services Association. Cafaro graduated at age 19 from Stanford University with a degree in American Studies. 
She holds an MALS with a concentration in International Studies from Georgetown University, and an MSW with 
a concentration in health and administration from The Ohio State University.  Follow on Twitter: 
@thehonorablecsc 

 
 
  



PLENARY SESSION 3 
THE FUTURE OF HEALTH REFORM 

Scott A. Bass 
American University Provost  
 

Scott A. Bass is the Provost at AU and Professor of Public Administration and 
Policy. A Fellow of the Gerontological Society of America, Dr. Bass received the 
Donald P. Kent Award for exhibiting the highest standards for professional 
leadership in gerontology in teaching, service, and interpreting gerontology to 
the larger society. He has written/ edited 8 books and 45 articles and earned a 
Fulbright Research Scholarship to Japan. A recognized innovator in higher 
education, Dr. Bass is on the Educational Testing Service (ETS) Higher Education 
Advisory Council and has served on numerous national boards related to 
research and graduate education. Past appointments include Vice President for 
Research and Dean of the Graduate School, University of Maryland Baltimore 

County (UMBC); Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Public Policy, UMBC; Director, Gerontology Institute, 
University of Massachusetts Boston (UMB); Program Director of the Ph.D. Program in Gerontology, UMB; 
Professor of College of Public and Community Service, UMB; Distinguished Visiting Professor, Yokohama City 
University, Japan; and Visiting Professor, School of Medicine, Stanford University.  
 

Sylvia Mathews Burwell 
American University President and former Secretary of Health and Human Services   
 

Sylvia M. Burwell is American University's 15th president and 
the first woman to serve as president. A visionary leader with 
experience in the public and private sectors, President Burwell 
brings to American University a commitment to education and 
research, the ability to manage large and complex 
organizations, and experience helping to advance solutions to 
some of the world's most pressing challenges. Burwell served 
as the 22nd Secretary of the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) from 2014 to 2017. During 
her tenure, the Department shepherded the implementation of 

the Affordable Care Act, pioneered groundbreaking advances in research and innovation, and expanded critical 
services for children and families. Previously, she was the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), where she worked with Congress to negotiate a two-year budget deal following the 2013 government 
shutdown. Her prior government experience includes Deputy Director of the Office of Management and Budget, 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the President, Chief of Staff to the Secretary of the Treasury, and Special Assistant to the 
Director of the National Economic Council. 

President Burwell served 11 years at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, including roles as the Chief 
Operating Officer and President of the Global Development Program. After the Gates Foundation, she was the 
President of the Walmart Foundation, where she led efforts to fight hunger in America, empower women 
around the world, and leverage Walmart's presence in local communities to reach millions of people. She 
earned a bachelor's degree in Government from Harvard University and a BA in Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics from the University of Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar.  
Follow on Twitter: @SylviaBurwell 
 

 



 
PLENARY SESSION 4 

GETTING HEALTH CARE RIGHT 
 

Vicky Wilkins 
Interim Dean, American University School of Public Affairs 
 

Vicky M. Wilkins is the Interim Dean of the School of Public Affairs and Professor of Public 
Administration and Policy at American University. Her primary research interests include 
representative bureaucracy; bureaucratic discretion; gender and race issues; 
deservingness; political institutions and human resource management. Dean Wilkins 
earned her BS in Political Science and History from Northern Michigan University, her MS 
in Human Resource Management from Chapman University, and her PhD in political 
science from the University of Missouri. 

Follow on Twitter: @VickyWilkins1 

 
Daniel J. Hilferty 

President and CEO, Independence Blue Cross 
 

Daniel J. Hilferty is president and chief executive officer of Independence Blue 
Cross, one of the nation’s leading health insurers. Since Mr. Hilferty became 
CEO in 2010, the number of people the company and its affiliates serve has 
tripled to nearly 8.5 million in 24 states and Washington, D.C. Mr. Hilferty’s 
vision is to lead the transformation of health care in America, seeking 
innovative technologies and new models of care that will increase the quality 
and lower the cost of care. He has built business collaborations with world-
renowned institutions such as the University of Pennsylvania to conduct 
cutting-edge research and partnered with Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans and 
other leaders in health care to purchase dynamic health care companies. Mr. 
Hilferty serves as chairman of the board of directors for the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Association. He serves on the executive committee of America’s Health 
Insurance Plans.  

 
  



PLENARY SESSION 5 
THE HATCH-WAXMAN ACT AND THE FUTURE OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL MARKETPLACE 

   

Aaron S. Kesselheim 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
 

Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., is an Associate Professor of Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School and a faculty member in the Division of Pharmacoepidemiology and 
Pharmacoeconomics in the Department of Medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 
He is Board Certified in Internal Medicine, and serves as a primary care physician at the 
Phyllis Jen Center for Primary Care at BWH. His research focuses on the effects of 
intellectual property laws and regulatory policies on pharmaceutical development, the 
drug approval process, and the costs, availability, and use of prescription drugs both 

domestically and in resource-poor settings. He has also investigated how other issues at the intersection of law 
and public health can affect the health care system, including health care fraud, expert testimony in malpractice 
cases, and insurance reimbursement practices. He is a member of the New York State Bar and is a Patent 
Attorney. Follow on Twitter: @akesselheim  
 

Henry A. Waxman 
Chairman, Waxman Strategies and former Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from California 
 

Representative Henry A. Waxman currently serves as Chairman at Waxman 
Strategies, a public affairs and strategic communications firm. He advises 
clients on public policy and continues to focus on the issues he championed 
while in Congress, including health care, environment, energy, technology 
and telecommunications. In addition, he serves as a Regent Lecturer for 
University of California, Los Angeles, and as an advisor and lecturer at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Previously, Henry spent 40 
years serving in the House of Representatives. He had the distinction of 
serving as Chairman and Ranking Member of the Energy & Commerce 
Committee and Committee on Oversight & Government Reform. He also 
served as Chairman and Ranking Member of the Energy & Commerce 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Health and the Environment. Henry’s 
legislative work and tenacity has earned him recognition as “one of the most 
accomplished legislators of our time” by Washington Post columnist Harold 

Meyerson and “tougher than a boiled owl” by Senator Alan Simpson when pushing for passage of the landmark 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.  
 

 
  



CONCURRENT SESSION 3A 
REGULATING THE NONGROUP MARKET: PREEXISTING CONDITIONS, HEALTH-STATUS 

UNDERWRITING, AND ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS  
 

Elizabeth Weeks Leonard 
Professor of Law, University of Georgia School of Law   
 

Elizabeth Weeks Leonard is a J. Alton Hosch Professor of Law. Her teaching and research 
interests include torts, health law, health care financing and regulation, and public health law. 
Her scholarship includes a recently published book, The Law of American Health Care (with N. 
Huberfield and K. Outterson), and a forthcoming Cambridge University Press 
title, Healthism:  Health Status Discrimination and the Law (with J. Roberts). She was 
recognized as one of four emerging health law scholars nationwide by the American Society of 
Law, Medicine & Ethics with its Health Law Scholars Award in 2005. Weeks has also served as 
chair of the Association of American Law Schools Section on Law, Medicine, and Health Care 

and serves as co-editor of the Health Law Section of the online journal Jotwell. 
  

Edmund F. Haislmaier 
Preston A. Wells, Jr. Senior Research Fellow, Heritage Foundation 
 

Edmund F. Haislmaier is the Preston A. Wells Jr., Senior Research Fellow in Domestic Policy 
Studies at The Heritage Foundation. He has thirty years experience analyzing health care 
markets and public policies. Mr. Haislmaier has particular expertise in the structure and 
regulation of health insurance markets, the tax treatment of health benefits, and 
pharmaceutical policy issues. He has published extensively on those and other health care 
policy topics. During the last several years, his work has focused primarily on measuring the 
effects of the Affordable Care Act on health insurance enrollment, insurer competition, 

insurer profitability and the law’s risk mitigation programs. He is often asked to assist federal and state 
lawmakers in designing health reform proposals and legislation, has testified on numerous occasions before 
congressional and state legislative committees, and is frequently interviewed by the media. 
 

Joel Ario 
Managing Director, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP, former Director, Office of Health Insurance Exchanges, US 
Dep’t of Health and Human Services  
 

With 30 years of experience shaping and implementing public health policy at the state and 
federal levels, Joel Ario provides strategic consulting and analysis on healthcare policies and 
institutions, with an emphasis on public and private exchange-based marketplaces. He 
represents state governments, health plans, hospitals, foundations and other entities. Joel's 
experience includes two decades of leading health insurance reform efforts for state and 
federal governments. As director of the Office of Health Insurance Exchanges at the U.S. 

Department of Health & Human Services, he worked closely with states and other stakeholders to develop the 
regulatory framework for exchanges, including the rights and responsibilities of states and the federal 
government in expanding coverage. 
 

 
 



John Jacobi 
Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law  
 

Professor John Jacobi's work is primarily in the areas of health care finance , insurance, and 
access; mental Health law; and disability law. Professor Jacobi serves as principal investigator 
on a number of grant-funded projects on topics including behavioral health integration, mental 
health parity, and health insurance reform. His recent and current scholarly projects include 
the application of the health reform law to the poor and people with disabilities, the 
implementation of mental health parity laws, state implementation of Medicaid and private 
health insurance reform, the improvement of chronic care in health systems, the funding and 
structure of services for children with disabilities, the obligations of government to provide 

services to people with serious mental illness, and the clash of disability rights and public health interests. He 
served on the Governor’s Task Force on Mental Health, the Board of Advisors of the New Jersey Office of Child 
Advocacy, the New Jersey Olmstead Advisory Council on disability rights, and on other government and non-
profit boards and committees. He is Faculty Director of the Seton Hall Health & Pharmaceutical Law & Policy 
Program.  
 

Robert Dinerstein 
Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Experiential Education, American University Washington College of 
Law 
 

Robert Dinerstein is professor of law, director of the clinical program (1988-96 and 2008-
present), associate dean for experiential education (2012-present) and director of the 
Disability Rights Law Clinic (2005-present) at AU's Washington College of Law, where he has 
taught since 1983. He was the law school's associate dean for academic affairs from 1997-
2004. He specializes in the fields of clinical education and disability law, especially mental 
disabilities law (including issues of consent/choice, capacity and guardianship), the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, legal 
representation of clients with mental disabilities, and disability and international human 

rights. Dinerstein currently sits on the boards of directors of the Equal Rights Center (president), and the New 
Hope Community, Inc., and in the past has served on the boards of the Quality Trust for Individuals with 
Disabilities, Inc. (founding board member & president, 2001-2016), Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless, 
Inc. (founding board member and long-term treasurer, 1986-2015), Advocates for Justice and Education 
(treasurer), the District of Columbia Bar Board of Governors (elected; 2002-05), Society of American Law 
Teachers (elected), Mental Disability Rights International (founding board member; now called Disability Rights 
International), Legal Counsel for the Elderly, and the Maryland Disability Law Center.  

 

 

  



CONCURRENT SESSION 3B 
HEALTH REFORM: IMPLICATIONS FOR HOSPITALS 

   

Maureen Byrnes 
Lead Research Scientist, George Washington University Milken Institute School of Public Health 
 

For over 30 years Maureen Byrnes served in leadership positions in the federal 
government, philanthropy and the non-profit sector.   As Executive Director of 
Human Rights First, she worked to end the use of torture as an interrogation 
technique. She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. From 1997 to 2005, 
Maureen served as Director of the Health and Human Services program at The Pew 
Charitable Trusts. In the 1980s, Maureen worked with Senator Lowell Weicker as 

the Staff Director of the U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education and Related 
Agencies to provide early government funding to address the HIV epidemic.  Later she served as Executive 
Director of the National Commission on AIDS. Currently, Maureen is a Lead Research Scientist and Lecturer in 
the Department of Health Policy and Management in the Milken Institute School of Public Health at the George 
Washington University.   She also serves as the Project Director of PHRASES (Public Health Reaching Across 
Sectors). 

 
Beth Feldpush 
Senior Vice President, Policy and Advocacy, America’s Essential Hospitals 
 

Feldpush oversees advocacy, policy, and communications work for America’s Essential 
Hospitals. In this role, she provides strategic leadership and advocacy on behalf of safety 
net health systems. Feldpush directs the association’s federal government affairs 
portfolio, as well as the organization’s policy development activities. She oversees the 
association’s internal and external communications efforts. Feldpush also manages the 
association’s participation in and leadership of coalitions and allied organization activities, 
acting as a liaison to other trade associations. Feldpush previously served as a senior 

associate director for policy at the American Hospital Association (AHA), where she worked on health care 
delivery system reform and hospital quality and patient safety issues. Prior to joining AHA, Feldpush worked at 
the U.S. Government Accountability Office, where her work focused on Medicare payment policy, end-of-life 
care, geographic variation in service delivery, and health care workforce adequacy. She also serves as adjunct 
faculty for the George Washington University School of Public Health Department of Health Policy. Follow on 
Twitter: @bfeldpush  
 

Mark Hayes 
Senior Vice President for Federal Policy and Advocacy Ascension Health  

Mark Hayes is a lawyer and pharmacist with more than 20 years of federal and private sector 
health law and policy experience through which he has played a leading role in the development 
and enactment of health care policy and legislation in Washington. He served on the staff for four 
U.S. Senators (Grassley, Bond, Snowe and Jeffords), and served for more than seven years as 
Health Policy Director and Chief Health Counsel for the Senate Finance Committee Republican 

staff for Chairman/Ranking Member Grassley. He has also represented numerous clients at the federal level 
including hospital systems, managed care plans, health care corporations, pharmacies, health care trade 
associations, and coalitions. Through this experience, he was a leader in the policy development, legislative 
drafting and negotiations on the health care provisions of several major pieces of federal legislation including 



the Affordable Care Act, the Medicare Advantage and Part D prescription drug benefit provisions of the 
Medicare Modernization Act, the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act, the Medicare 
Improvements for Patients and Providers Act, the Deficit Reduction Act, and the Administrative Simplification 
provisions of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act. Follow on Twitter: @MarkLHayes  

Dayna Bowen Matthew 
Professor of Law, University of Virginia 
 

Dayna Matthew, a leader in public health who focuses on racial disparities in health care, 
joined the Virginia faculty in 2017. Matthew previously served on the University of 
Colorado law faculty as a professor, vice dean and associate dean of academic affairs. She 
was a member of the Center for Bioethics and Humanities on the Anschutz Medical 
Campus and held a joint appointment at the Colorado School of Public Health. She has also 
taken on many public policy roles. Matthew worked with a law firm partner in 2013 to 

found the Colorado Health Equity Project, a medical-legal partnership incubator aimed at removing barriers to 
good health for low-income clients by providing legal representation, research and policy advocacy. In 2015 she 
served as the senior adviser to the director of the Office of Civil Rights for the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, where she expedited cases on behalf of historically vulnerable communities besieged by pollution. She 
then became a member of the health policy team for U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow of Michigan, and worked on 
public health issues. Follow on Twitter: @JustHealthByLaw 
 

Asha Scielzo 
Senior Fellow, Health Law and Policy Program, American University Washington College of Law 
 

 Asha Scielzo serves as AU Washington College of Law's Senior Fellow for Health Law and Policy 
and as an Adjunct Professor of Law.   In these leadership roles, Professor Scielzo assists with 
development of the health law and policy curriculum, recruitment of adjunct professors, 
expansion of health law externships, career counseling, career panels and other programming.  
She advises the student-led Health Law and Policy Brief and Health Law and Policy Students 
Association. She founded and manages the annual WCL National Health Law Writing 
Competition and directs the annual Health Law and Policy Summer Institute.  Professor Scielzo 
brings over 15 years of large law firm practice experience to the classroom. As a practitioner, 

she concentrated her practice on health care regulatory counseling, with particular emphasis on fraud and 
abuse and reimbursement considerations and their impact on day-to-day operations, corporate compliance and 
governance, and transactions.  Professor Scielzo also serves on the Board of Directors of the American Health 
Lawyers Association (AHLA), the nation’s largest, nonpartisan, 501(c)(3) educational organization devoted to 
legal issues in the health care field.  As Co-Chair of AHLA's Diversity+Inclusion Council, Professor Scielzo works to 
advance and promote diverse and inclusive participation within AHLA and more broadly across the health law 
bar.  From 2012 - 2016 she also had the privilege of chairing AHLA's annual Fundamentals of Health Law 
Conference.  Professor Scielzo is a frequent speaker and author in the field of health law, and serves as a mentor 
to numerous law students and young lawyers.  

 
 

  



CONCURRENT SESSION 4A: HEALTH CARE PAYMENT AND DELIVERY REFORM: 
TRANSPARENCY AND COMPETITION 

 

Erin Fuse Brown 
Associate Professor of Law, Georgia State University College of Law 
 

Erin C. Fuse Brown, associate professor of law, teaches Administrative Law; Health Law: 
Financing & Delivery; and the Health Care Transactional & Regulatory Practicum. She is a 
faculty member of the Center for Law, Health & Society. Fuse Brown was awarded the 2017 
Patricia T. Morgan Award for Outstanding Scholarship among the faculty. Fuse Brown’s areas 
of research and expertise include health care prices, medical billing, the Affordable Care Act, 
health care competition and regulation, surprise medical bills, consumer protections for 
patients, and genetic research and privacy. Fuse Brown is one of five new casebook authors 

for the 8th Edition of Health Law, published by West. Fuse Brown’s work has earned her recognition as the 
2017-18 Distinguished Health Law Scholar at Seton Hall School of Law, the keynote speaker at the National 
Academy for State Health Policy’s annual conference in 2015, a plenary speaker at the Academy Health Policy 
conference in 2016, and a frequent guest on the podcast, The Week in Health Law. Follow on Twitter: 
@efusebrown  
 

Thomas L. Greaney 
Professor of Law, Emeritus, St. Louis Univ. School of Law, Visiting Professor of Law, UC Hastings College of Law 
 

A nationally recognized expert on health care and antitrust law, Professor Thomas (Tim) 
Greaney has spent the last two decades examining the evolution of the health care industry 
and is a vocal advocate for reforming the health care system and protecting consumers. He 
also has a strong interest in comparative antitrust law, having been a Fulbright Scholar in 
Brussels and a visiting lecturer at several European law schools. Professor Greaney's extensive 
body of scholarly writing on health care and antitrust laws encompasses articles published in 
some of the country's most prestigious legal and health policy journals. Professor Greaney has 
authored or co-authored several books, including the leading health care casebook, Health 

Law. A frequent speaker in academia and the media, he has testified several times before the Judiciary 
Committee of the House of Representatives and has submitted invited testimony to the U.S. Senate on issues 
regarding competition and regulation in the health care sector.   
 

Jamie S. King 
Professor of Law, UC Hastings College of Law 
 

Jaime S. King is a Professor of Law at the University of California Hastings College of the 
Law. She is also the Associate Dean and Co-Director of the UCSF/UC Hastings Consortium 
on Science, Law and Health Policy, the Co-Founder and Co-Director of the UCSF/UC 
Hastings Masters in Health Law and Policy Program, and the Director of the Concentration 
on Law and Health Sciences. Professor King’s research focuses on the drivers of healthcare 
costs, with a special interest in market consolidation and efforts to improve transparency 
in healthcare pricing. She is the Co-Founder and Executive Editor of The Source on 

Healthcare Price and Competition, a multi-disciplinary web-based resource for information and analysis about 
healthcare price and competition. In 2015, she testified before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Regulatory 
Reform, Commercial, and Antitrust Law on issues surrounding health insurance mergers. Professor King is the 



2015 recipient of the Hastings Foundation Faculty Award for Outstanding Scholarship. Professor King holds a 
Ph.D. in Health Policy from Harvard University, a J.D. from Emory University, and a B.A. from Dartmouth College. 

 
Lawrence E. Singer 
Associate Professor of Law, Associate Dean, Online Learning, Director, Beazley Institute for Health Law and 
Policy, Loyola University Chicago School of Law   
 

Larry Singer is Associate Dean of Online Learning and Director of the Beazley 
Institute for Health Law and Policy.  Professor Singer is a nationally recognized 
expert on legal and strategic issues surrounding the organization of health care 
institutions, and speaks extensively on these issues. He teaches in the area of 
corporate and regulatory health law.  Professor Singer has published in various 
law journals on corporate and tax issues pertaining to non-profit organizations, 

issues surrounding access to care and the intersection of law and religion. Professor Singer has been a partner in 
the health law department of McDermott, Will & Emery and national practice head of the firm’s Catholic health 
care practice.  He also was an attorney in the health law department of Ross & Hardies, and served as 
Counsel/Fellow at the American Hospital Association. While in law school Professor Singer worked for Senator 
Edward Kennedy, staffing death penalty and health care legislation.  

Fernando Laguarda 
Faculty Director, Program on Law and Government, American University Washington College of Law 
 

Fernando Laguarda is Professorial Lecturer and Director of the Program on Law & 
Government at the American University Washington College of Law. Previously, he 
served as Vice President, External Affairs and Policy Counselor for Time Warner Cable, 
where he helped the company develop and advance its policy positions, focusing on 
consumer protection, competition issues, intellectual property and telecommunications 
regulation. He also oversaw the company’s relationships with non-governmental policy 
stakeholders such as civil rights and human rights organizations, think tanks, foundations, 
academic institutions and public interest groups. In 2010, Fernando founded and served 

as inaugural Director of the Time Warner Cable Research Program on Digital Communications, the first program 
of its kind seeking to expand relevant scholarship in the cable and telecommunications industries.  
Follow on Twitter: @Laguarda  
 

  



CONCURRENT SESSION 4B 
MEDICAID WAIVERS AND LITIGATION 

   

Heather Howard 
Lecturer in Public Affairs and Director, State Health and Value Strategies, Woodrow Wilson School of Public 

and International Affairs, Princeton University  
 
Heather Howard is a lecturer in Public Affairs at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International Affairs, where she teaches courses on implementation of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA), the social determinants of health, and state and local health 
policy, and is a faculty affiliate of the Center for Health & Wellbeing. She is director of the 
State Health and Value Strategies program, a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation-funded 
program that provides technical assistance to states to support efforts to transform health 

and health care. She served as New Jersey’s Commissioner of Health and Senior Services from 2008-2010.  She 
also has significant federal experience, having worked as Senator Jon Corzine's Chief of Staff, as Associate 
Director of the White House Domestic Policy Council and Senior Policy Advisor for First Lady Hillary Clinton, as an 
Honors Attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice's Antitrust Division Health Care Task Force, and for the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  She received her B.A. from Duke University and her J.D. from NYU School of Law.   
Follow on Twitter: @HeatherHHoward  
 

Leonardo Cuello 
Director, Health Policy, National Health Law Program   
 

Leonardo Cuello is based out of NHeLP’s Washington, D.C. office and is the organization’s 
director of health policy. Leonardo also leads NHeLP's work on the Campaign for Better Care, 
a coalition to improve care for older adults. Leonardo’s current work focuses on programs for 
dual eligibility, Medicaid Expansion implementation, Medicaid Expansion and Exchange 
benefits, and Medicaid delivery system reform. Leonardo also serves on the board of directors 
of the National Quality Forum. Prior to joining NHeLP, Leonardo worked at the Pennsylvania 
Health Law Project (PHLP) for six years, focusing on a wide range of health care issues dealing 
with eligibility and access to services in Medicaid and Medicare. Leonardo began at PHLP as 
an Independence Foundation Fellow and later served as a staff attorney and PHLP’s acting 

executive director. At PHLP, Leo ran a project focused on immigrant and Latino health care, including direct 
representation of low-income immigrants and Latinos, and worked on numerous Medicaid eligibility and 
services issues though direct representation and policy work. Leo also worked on Medicare Part D 
implementation issues, PHLP’s Hospital Accountability Project, and also served as legal counsel to the Consumer 
Subcommittee of Pennsylvania’s Medical Care Advisory Committee. 
  

Sidney Watson 
Professor of Law, Saint Louis University School of Law 
 

Professor Watson is a specialist in health law and health care access for the poor. She has 
spent her legal career advocating on behalf of low-income people, both as a legal services 
lawyer and as a law professor. Currently, Professor Watson is advocating for better access to 
quality, affordable health insurance and health care by serving as policy and legal advisor for a 
statewide coalition of grassroots consumer health advocates.  Professor Watson joined the 
School of Law in 2001 as a full professor. Previously, she was on the faculty at Mercer 
University School of Law, where she taught for 14 years. Watson has been a visiting scholar 



and professor at Seton Hall University School of Law and Saint Louis University School of Law. She is on the 
faculty of the School’s Center for Health Law Studies and is the Jane and Bruce Robert Professor of Law.  

 
Caroline M. Brown 
Partner, Covington and Burling 
 

Caroline Brown is a partner at the DC office of Covington & Burling LLP, where she is Chair of 
the Federal-State Programs practice and Co-Chair of the Health Care Industry group.   Her 
practice focuses on government-sponsored health care programs— including Medicaid, 
Medicare, CHIP, and the Affordable Care Act.  Ms. Brown’s clients include a number of state 
Medicaid agencies across the country, as well as health plans, providers, and consulting firms.  
In addition to a substantial advisory practice, she has litigated numerous cases in federal court 
and before HHS tribunals including the Departmental Appeals Board and the Provider 

Reimbursement Review Board.  She is a magna cum laude graduate of Harvard College (A.B. 1985) and Harvard 
Law School (J.D. 1990), and a former law clerk to both Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor. 
 

Capri S. Cafaro  
Executive in Residence, American University School of Public Affairs, former Minority Leader, Ohio Senate  
 

Former Ohio State Senator Capri S. Cafaro is the newest Executive in Residence at 
American University’s School of Public Affairs. During her 10 years as a Democrat in 
the Ohio Senate, Cafaro established track record of legislative effectiveness and 
leadership, advocating for economic growth, healthcare, and victim’s rights. Cafaro 
has been recognized as Legislator of the Year for the Ohio Association of Advanced 
Practice Nurses, The Ohio Speech and Hearing Association, The Ohio Association of 

Area Agencies on Aging, The Ohio Am Vets, the Ohio Soy/Corn/Wheat Association and the Ohio Public Children 
Services Association. Cafaro graduated at age 19 from Stanford University with a degree in American Studies. 
She holds an MALS with a concentration in International Studies from Georgetown University, and an MSW with 
a concentration in health and administration from The Ohio State University.  Follow on Twitter: 
@thehonorablecsc 

 
 

  



CONCURRENT SESSION 5A 
MEDICAID COST CONCERNS: PER CAPITA CAPS, BLOCK GRANTS, AND MANAGED CARE 

 
Clifford Barnes 
Member, Epstein, Becker & Green  
 

Clifford E. Barnes is a Member of the Firm in the Health Care and Life Sciences practice in the 
firm's Washington, D.C., and New York offices and serves as Co-Chair of the firm's Health Plan 
Compliance Group. Mr. Barnes has been employed by the firm for over 30 years and 
represents providers, including hospitals, hospital systems, nursing homes, home health, 
hospice, ancillary service companies; managed care companies, concentrating in Medicare and 
Medicaid; and non-profit associations. Mr. Barnes is the Co-Founder of Medicaid Health Plans 
of America, Inc., and currently serves as Vice Chair of the Accountable Care Organization Task 

Force of the American Health Lawyers Association. In 2016 and 2017, Mr. Barnes was selected to the 
Washington DC Super Lawyers list in the area of Health Care. He was also recommended in The Legal 500 United 
States (2016), for Health Insurers. 
 

Zack Buck 
Assistant Professor, University of Tennessee College of Law  
 

Professor Zack Buck specializes in health law, and his scholarship examines governmental 
enforcement of laws affecting health and health care in the United States. Most recently, his 
writing has sought to evaluate how the enforcement of health care fraud and abuse laws 
impacts American quality of care, with a particular focus on the legal regulation of 
overtreatment. In 2017, Buck was recognized as the UT Law Wilkinson Junior Research 
Professor and received the Marilyn V. Yarbrough Faculty Award for Writing Excellence. In 
2013, he was selected as a Health Law Scholar and participated in the ASLME Health Law 

Scholars Workshop at Saint Louis University School of Law. Buck is also a regular contributor to Bill of Health, a 
blog maintained by Harvard University’s Petrie-Flom Center, and to the online journal, Jotwell. 
 

Brietta Clark 
Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Faculty, Loyola Law School Los Angeles 

 
Professor Clark is an expert on health care law and inequality.  Her research focuses on the 
structural defects and biases that create inequity in our health care delivery and financing 
systems, and the role that law and government regulators play in ensuring equitable access to 
health care resources.  She has special expertise in the impact of Obamacare on Medicaid and 
private insurance access, reproductive and sexual health barriers, mental health care, and 
hospital closings in low-income neighborhoods.  Clark is an affiliate faculty member of The 
Bioethics Institute at Loyola Marymount University, and provides active service to numerous 
legal, medical and consumer-based organizations and providers. Prior to joining Loyola in 

2001, Clark worked in the Los Angeles office of Sidley, Austin, Brown & Wood, specializing in health care 
transactions and regulatory compliance.  She was a post-graduate Fellow at the University of Southern California 
Law School.  

 
 



 
Nicole Huberfeld 

Professor of Health Law, Ethics & Human Rights, Boston University School of Public Health 
 

 Nicole works at the cross-section of health care finance and constitutional law with a focus 
on their effects on vulnerable populations. Her work also has been cited by the Delaware 
Supreme Court, federal district courts, and in briefs to the US Supreme Court. She has an 
article forthcoming in Stanford Law Review (with co-author Abbe Gluck, Professor of Law and 
Director of the Solomon Center for Health Law and Policy at Yale Law School) and has 
published in national and international journals including Boston College Law Review, Yale 
Journal of Health Policy, Law & Ethics, Boston University Law Review, University of 

Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional Law, Health Affairs, and Vanderbilt Journal of Entertainment & 
Technology Law. She has been interviewed by numerous media outlets, including Congressional Quarterly, 
Washington Post, New York Times, NPR, Huffington Post, National Law Journal, Mother Jones, and Modern 
Healthcare. Prior to joining the BU faculty, Huberfeld taught courses on constitutional law, health care 
organizations and finance, bioethical issues in the law, and a health law and policy seminar at the University of 
Kentucky College of Law and was a Bioethics Associate at the College of Medicine. Previously, she taught at 
Seton Hall University School of Law and directed the health care compliance certification program there. 
Huberfeld also practiced law in New York and New Jersey before entering academia. Follow on Twitter: 
@nhuberfeld1 
 

Daniela Kraiem 
Associate Director, Women and the Law Program, American University Washington College of Law 
 

Daniela Kraiem is the Associate Director of the Women and the Law Program and a Practitioner-
in-Residence at American University Washington College of Law. Daniela collaborates with the 
students, faculty and staff to integrate gender into all aspects of legal education. When she is not 
teaching courses in gender and domestic policy, gender and international and comparative law 
and advanced legal writing, she fundraises for and coordinates grant-funded projects that 
connect the WCL community with the legal needs and concerns of women and LGBTI persons. 
These currently include the Student Debt and Education Justice Project, a new effort to address 

the legal and policy aspects of student debt, the Gender Jurisprudence Collections Project, which focuses on the 
prosecution of gender-based violence in conflict, and the Gender, Health and Justice Project, which promotes 
the use of human rights instruments and domestic law to improve the health of women and LGBTI persons. She 
supports WCL’s comprehensive gender and law curriculum, which includes twenty courses per year, as well as 
LLM specializations in “Gender and Law” in both domestic and international legal contexts. She works with 
students to plan substantive and career development events that encourage them to pursue activities and 
employment focused on gender justice. Follow on Twitter: @DanielaKraiem or @WomenLawProgram 
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Adalsteinn Brown 
Chair of Public Health Policy and Interim Dean, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto 

 
Adalsteinn (Steini) Brown is the Interim Dean of the Dalla Lana School of Public Health 
at the University of Toronto and the Dalla Lana Chair of Public Health Policy at the 
University.  Past roles include senior leadership roles in policy and strategy within the 
Ontario Government, founding roles in start-up companies, and extensive work on 
performance measurement. He received his undergraduate degree in government 
from Harvard University and his doctorate from the University of Oxford, where he 
was a Rhodes Scholar.  
Follow on Twitter: @SteiniBrown  

 
Capri S. Cafaro 
Executive in Residence, American University School of Public Affairs, former Minority Leader, Ohio Senate  
 

Former Ohio State Senator Capri S. Cafaro is the newest Executive in Residence at 
American University’s School of Public Affairs. During her 10 years as a Democrat in 
the Ohio Senate, Cafaro established track record of legislative effectiveness and 
leadership, advocating for economic growth, healthcare, and victim’s rights. Cafaro 
has been recognized as Legislator of the Year for the Ohio Association of Advanced 
Practice Nurses, The Ohio Speech and Hearing Association, The Ohio Association of 

Area Agencies on Aging, The Ohio Am Vets, the Ohio Soy/Corn/Wheat Association and the Ohio Public Children 
Services Association. Cafaro graduated at age 19 from Stanford University with a degree in American Studies. 
She holds an MALS with a concentration in International Studies from Georgetown University, and an MSW with 
a concentration in health and administration from The Ohio State University.  Follow on Twitter: 
@thehonorablecsc 

 
Gregory Marchildon 
Ontario Research Chair in Health Policy and System Design, Institute of Health Policy, Management, and 
Evaluation, University of Toronto  
 

Gregory P. Marchildon currently holds an Ontario Research Chair in Health Policy and System 
Design with the Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at the University of 
Toronto. Prior to this, he served as a Canada Research Chair in Public Policy and Economic 
History, and professor in the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy at 
the University of Regina. Dr. Marchildon is also a fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health 
Sciences, a founding member of the Pan-Canadian Health Reform Analysis Network (PHRAN) 
and associate editor of PHRAN’s journal, the Health Reform Observer – Observatoire des 
Réformes de Santé. He is also Canada’s representative to the European Observatory on Health 

Systems and Policies’ networked platform, the Health Systems and Policy Monitor (www.hspm.org). Follow on 
Twitter: @GregMarchildon  
 

 



Jacqueline R. Fox 
Associate Professor of Law, University of South Carolina School of Law  
 

Professor Fox teaches Health Care Law and Policy, Public Health Law, Bioethics, and Torts. 
She has published numerous articles on health law, health care financing and regulation, 
and health care reform in publications including the University of Cincinnati Law 
Review, Buffalo Law Review, Seton Hall Law Review, the Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, 
and Ethics, the International Journal of Healthcare Technology and Management, and The 
Hasting Center's Health Care Cost Monitor. Her current work closely examines the newly 
created Independent Payment Advisory Board, which is tasked with capping the costs of 
the Medicare program. She has published op-ed pieces in The State newspaper and 

appeared on local and regional news shows speaking on the subject of health law. Her work on Medicare, in 
particular, has been cited in a number of scholarly publications and one of her contributions to the Hastings 
Center health reform publications has been the subject of an article in the New York Times. She has also been an 
invited speaker at universities including Oxford University, the University of Toronto, Johns Hopkins University, 
and Yale University. She was a visiting professor at the Santa Anna University in Pisa, Italy, for the spring 
semester of 2009. 
 

Vicky Wilkins 

Interim Dean, American University School of Public Affairs 
 

Vicky M. Wilkins is the Interim Dean of the School of Public Affairs and Professor of Public 
Administration and Policy at American University. Her primary research interests include 
representative bureaucracy; bureaucratic discretion; gender and race issues; 
deservingness; political institutions and human resource management. Dean Wilkins 
earned her BS in Political Science and History from Northern Michigan University, her MS 
in Human Resource Management from Chapman University, and her PhD in political 
science from the University of Missouri. 

Follow on Twitter: @VickyWilkins1 
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Arlene S. Bierman 
Director, Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, US 
Dept. of Health and Human Services 
 

 Arlene S. Bierman, M.D., M.S., leads the Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement at 
AHRQ. CEPI generates new knowledge, synthesizes evidence, translates science on what 
works in health and health care delivery, and catalyzes practice improvement across health 
care settings and includes the Evidence-Based Practice Center Program; the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force Program; the Division of Health Information Technology; the Division of 
Practice Improvement, and the  National Center for Excellence in Primary Care Research. 
Previously, she was a tenured professor she held appointments Health Policy, Evaluation, 

and Management; Public Health; and Medicine; and Nursing at the University of Toronto, where she was the 
inaugural holder of the Ontario Women's Health Council Chair in Women's Health Dr. Bierman is a general 
internist, geriatrician, and health services researcher, whose work has focused on improving access, quality, and 
outcomes of health care for older adults with chronic illness in disadvantaged populations and has published 
widely in this area. Dr. Bierman has also developed strategies for using performance measurement as a tool for 
knowledge translation and has conducted research to increase policymakers’ use of evidence. She served as an 
Atlantic Philanthropies Health and Aging Policy Fellow/American Political Science Foundation Congressional 
Fellow. 
 

Gary Jacobs 
Partner, Circumference Consulting 
 

Mr. Gary M. Jacobs served as Executive Vice President of Strategic Partnerships at 
CareCentrix, Inc. from  December 2015 to June 2017. Mr. Jacobs serves Senior Vice 
President of American Pioneer Health Plans Inc. He serves as Senior Vice President of 
Managed Care at American Pioneer Life Insurance Company. He serves as President of 
Ameri-Plus Preferred Care Inc. and WorldNet Services Corp. He served as Managing 
Director of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP since July 10, 2012. He founded CHCS Services, 
Inc. (CHCS Inc.) in 1992 and served as its President. He served as Senior Vice President of 
Corporate Development at Universal American Corp. (formerly, Universal American 

Financial Corp.) from 2002 to June 29, 2012. He joined Universal American Corp in August, 2000. Mr. Jacobs 
served as the President of Capitated HealthCare Services Inc. since 1995. He serves as Director of American 
Pioneer Health Plans Inc. and Primary Care Development Corp. He serves as a Director of American Progressive. 
He serves on the boards of the Visiting Nurse Association of America, the National Hispanic Council on Aging 
Business Advisory Board and the Dean’s Council American University School of Public Affairs and Administration.  
 

  



Wendy Netter Epstein 
Visiting Associate Professor of Law, University of Chicago Law School; Faculty Director, Jaharis Health Law 
Institute, DePaul College of Law 
 

Wendy Netter Epstein is currently a Visiting Associate Professor at the University of Chicago 
Law School where she teaches Health Law & Policy.  Professor Epstein is also an Associate 
Professor at the DePaul University College of Law and the Faculty Director of DePaul’s Jaharis 
Health Law Institute. Her teaching and research interests focus on health care law and policy, 
contracts, and commercial law. Her scholarship bridges the divide between theory and 
practice and utilizes an interdisciplinary approach. She has recently explored topics such as 
the unnecessary care problem and the role of payors, lack of price transparency and the 

contract law implications, and the need to nudge flawed patient decision-making.  In general, Professor 
Epstein’s scholarship focuses on mismatches between theory and practice. Her work has most recently 
appeared or is forthcoming in the Southern California Law Review; Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, and Ethics; 
Emory Law Journal; Washington Law Review; Cardozo Law Review; and Case Western Reserve Law Review. 
Follow on Twitter: @ProfWEpstein  

 
Jessica Mantel  
Associate Professor, Co-Director, Health Law and Policy Institute, University of Houston Law Center 
 

Jessica Lind Mantel is an Associate Professor at the University of Houston Law Center, where 
she serves as the Co-Director of their Health Law & Policy Institute.  She joined the ranks of 
academia after eight years of service with two government agencies in Washington, D.C. She 
worked most recently as a senior attorney in the Office of the General Counsel for the 
Department of Health and Human Services. In that position she advised Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services on legal issues dealing with Medicare matters, including 

implementation of the prescription drug benefit, hospital payments, incentive payments for the adoption of 
electronic health records, and health care reform. She previously worked as a health policy analyst in the 
Government Accountability Office evaluating Medicare payment issues.  Her research interests include the 
impact of various legislative and regulatory schemes on the physician-patient relationship and the health care 
delivery system, and the allocation of limited health care resources. In 1997, Mantel received both her J.D. from 
the University of Michigan Law School and an M.P.P. from the University of Michigan School of Public Policy. She 
also holds a B.A. in psychology from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 

Asha Scielzo 
Senior Fellow, Health Law and Policy Program, American University Washington College of Law 
 

Asha Scielzo serves as AU Washington College of Law's Senior Fellow for Health Law and Policy 
and as an Adjunct Professor of Law.  She founded and manages the annual WCL National 
Health Law Writing Competition and directs the annual Health Law and Policy Summer 
Institute.  She also teaches a wide range of courses on the subjects of health care fraud and 
abuse, compliance, governance, and transactions. As a practitioner, she concentrated her 
practice on health care regulatory counseling, with significant expertise in fraud and abuse and 
reimbursement considerations and their impact on day-to-day operations, corporate 
compliance and governance, and transactions.  Professor Scielzo also serves on the Board of 

Directors of the American Health Lawyers Association (AHLA).  As Co-Chair of AHLA's Diversity+Inclusion Council, 
Professor Scielzo works to advance and promote diverse and inclusive participation within AHLA and more 
broadly across the health law bar. From 2012 - 2016 she also had the privilege of chairing AHLA's annual 
Fundamentals of Health Law Conference.  
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Susan Polan  
Associate Executive Director, Public Affairs and Advocacy, American Public Health Association 
 

Susan L. Polan, PhD, is associate executive director for public affairs and advocacy with the 
American Public Health Association. She oversees the Association's departments of government 
relations and affiliate affairs, communications and membership. She is responsible for planning 
and directing APHA's legislative, regulatory and legal activities, communicating those initiatives 
and Association news to members and the public, and overseeing membership recruitment and 
retention and Affiliate, Caucus and Section relations. Prior to joining APHA, Polan worked as the 
director of government relations at the Trust for America's Health, a public health advocacy 

organization. There, she served as lead staff lobbyist to Congress, federal agencies and the administration on 
priority issues, including public health infrastructure development, chronic disease prevention and where she 
advocated for new funding for a nationwide health tracking network. 
 

 
Lance Gable 
Associate Professor of Law, Wayne State University Law School  

 
Lance Gable, an internationally known expert on public health law and bioethics, served as 
interim dean of Wayne Law from September 2016 to August 2017. A member of the Law 
School faculty since 2006, he also served as associate dean from June 2014 until his 
appointment as interim dean in 2016. Prior to that, he was interim associate dean since June 
2013. He teaches courses on Public Health Law, Bioethics and the Law, Torts and other health 
law subjects. His research addresses the overlap among law, policy, ethics, health and science. 
He has published journal articles on a diverse array of topics, including public health law, 
ethics and policy; international human rights; bioterrorism and emergency preparedness; 

mental health; research ethics; and information privacy. He is also co-editor and co-author respectively of two 
books: Research with High Risk Populations: Balancing Science, Ethics and the Law and Legal Aspects of 
HIV/AIDS: A Guide for Policy and Law Reform. Gable has helped the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services develop ethical guidelines for the allocation of scarce medical resources during public health 
emergencies. He has helped develop course materials for the World Health Organization Diploma in 
International Human Rights and Mental Health and has worked as a human rights consultant for the Pan 
American Health Organization. Follow on Twitter: @ProfessorLGable 

 
Wendy E. Parmet 

Matthews Distinguished University Professor of Law, Director of the Center for Health Policy and Law and 
Associate Dean for Interdisciplinary Education and Research Support, Northeastern University School of Law 

Professor Parmet, a leading expert on health, disability and public health law, directs the law 
school’s Center for Health Policy and Law as well as its JD/MPH programs. She also holds a 
joint appointment with Northeastern University’s School of Public Policy and Urban Affairs in 
recognition of her national leadership in interdisciplinary thinking and problem solving on 
issues related to health care. In addition, she is co-editor of the law school’s SSRN online 
publications, Human Rights and the Global Economy and the Northeastern University School 



of Law Public Law and Legal Theory Paper Series. In 2016, Professor Parmet was honored with the prestigious 
Jay Healey Health Law Teachers Award by the American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics (ASLME) at its annual 
conference. Professor Parmet has published articles on public health, bioethics, discrimination, health law and 
AIDS law. She is co-author of The Health of Newcomers: Immigration, Health Policy, and the Case for Global 
Solidarity (NYU Press, 2016), Ethical Health Care (Prentice Hall, 2005) and Debates on U.S. Health Care (Sage 
Press, 2012), and author of Populations, Public Health, and the Law (Georgetown University Press, 2009). 

 
Karen Porter 
Associate Professor of Clinical Law, Brooklyn Law School  
 

Karen Porter is Associate Professor of Clinical Law and Executive Director of Brooklyn Law 
School’s Center for Health, Science and Public Policy. She also serves as faculty director for 
the law school’s health law externship program. She has taught courses at Washington 
University Law School in St. Louis, Seton Hall Law School, Quinnipiac Law School and the 
Graduate Program in Health Advocacy at Sarah Lawrence College. Professor Porter has a 
particular interest in public health law, bioethics and AIDS policy. Prior to teaching Prof. 
Porter served as staff counsel and senior policy analyst to the National Commission on AIDS. 
She also held a post-doctoral fellowship at Montefiore Medical Center/The Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, Department of Epidemiology and Social Medicine, Division of Bioethics. 

The highlight of the fellowship was the opportunity to participate in the on-site interdisciplinary clinical 
consultation service that provided analysis and recommendations on ethical issues related to patient care. In 
2014, Governor Andrew Cuomo appointed her to the New York State Task Force on Life and the Law. The Task 
Force assists New York State in developing law and public policy on issues related to medicine and ethics. 

 
Kim Blankenship 
Director Center on Health, Risk, and Society, Professor, Department of Sociology, American University 
 

Kim M. Blankenship, PhD, is Professor in the Department of Sociology and Director of the 
Center on Health, Risk and Society at American University and Director of the Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Core of the District of Columbia Center for AIDS Research. She 
previously served on the faculty of Sociology at Duke University and at the Duke Global 
Health Institute and on the faculty at Yale University, where she was also Associate Director 
of the Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS. Research and publications focus on the 
social determinants of health and structural interventions to address them. She has 

received funding from NIDA, NIMH, CDC, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Current research includes a 
mixed methods study of the implementation and impact of community mobilization interventions for HIV 
prevention in female sex workers in India and a mixed methods, longitudinal study of the impact of criminal 
justice involvement on HIV related risk of re-entrants and their sexual partners and its association with race 
disparities in HIV/AIDS. 
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