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Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to invite you to participate in the 26th Inter-American Human Rights Moot Court
Competition on May 23 - 28, 2021 at American University Washington College of Law. Since its
inception in 1995, the competition has brought thousands of students, legal practitioners, and human
rights advocates from the Americas and beyond to debate the most pressing human rights issues of our
time. Through the integration of technology-enhanced courtrooms and the work of the Academy for
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law’s dedicated faculty and staff, the Inter-American Human Rights
Moot Court Competition offers you a high-impact quality educational experience in furtherance of
justice in multiple national and international settings. I sincerely hope you will be available to tak part in
this exciting competition.

Sincerley, 

Robert Dinerstein
Acting Dean
American University
Washington College of Law

We are excited to celebrate the 26th Annual Inter-American Human Rights Moot
Court Competition. The case for the 2021 Competition, which focuses on the topic

of "Human Rights and States of Emergency: Unexpected Crisis and New
Challenges” will be written by Carlos Ayala and Santiago Martinez. The relationship
between States of Emergency, Unexpected Crisis, and International Human Rights
Law, and the emerging challenges in this relationship are important topics within
the Inter-American system. We are excited to be a part of the effort to feature this

issue more prominently. Just by participating in the Inter-American Human Rights
Moot Court Competition, you will have the opportunity to build on the skills that

will help you in your legal careers and connect with human rights experts from
around the globe. We hope to welcome you as a participant in our 26th Celebration

of the Inter-American Human Rights Moot Court Competition.

Sincerely,



2021 Competition Theme: 

2021 Hypothetical Case Authors:
C A R L O S  A Y A L A  &  S A N T I A G O  M A R T I N E Z

"Human Rights  and Sta tes  o f  Emergency:  Unexpected  Cr i s i s  and New Chal lenges"

About the Competition:
As the world’s only trilingual moot court competition on the Inter-American System, the Inter-American Human
Rights Moot Court Competition creates extraordinary opportunities for law students from across the globe to gain
expertise in the Inter-American human rights legal system. Participants engage in research, write legal briefs based
on a hypothetical case, and present oral arguments before attorneys and leading figures in the human rights field.

Throughout the event, participants are also offered unique opportunities to interact with fellow law students,
faculty, and human rights practitioners from the hemisphere. Over the years, the Competition has greatly

contributed to the strengthening of human rights legal education as well as to the establishment of a network of
engaged human rights professionals throughout the Americas and beyond.

NOVEMBER 1, 2020
Online Registration Opens 

DECEMBER 10, 2020
Human Rights Day – 

Hypothetical Case Available
JANUARY 20, 2021

Clarification Questions About
Hypothetical Case Due
FEBRUARY 26, 2021

Answers to Clarification Questions
Available Online

MARCH 12, 2021 
Team Registration Deadline

MARCH 25, 2021 
Team Memorial Deadline

APRIL 9, 2021 
Bailiff Registration Deadline

APRIL 9, 2021 
Observer Registration Deadline

MAY 4, 2021
Judge Registration Deadline

MAY 23, 2021 
Competition Check-in 

and Opening Ceremony 
MAY 23 - 28, 2021   

Oral Rounds at American UniversityWashington College of Law




