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Diane Orentlicher, Professor of International Law at the Washington College of Law, has been
described by as “one of the world’s leading authorities on human rights law and war crimes
tribunals” (Washington Diplomat). Professor Orentlicher has lectured and published widely on
issues of transitional justice, international criminal law and other areas of public international
law and policy. Her 1991 article in the Yale Law Journal, Settling Accounts, is widely considered
a seminal text in the field of transitional justice. As Independent Expert on Combating Impunity
on appointment by then UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Professor Orentlicher updated the
United Nations Set of Principles on Combating Impunity, a key “soft law” instrument in the field
of transitional justice.

During the first term of the Obama Administration, Professor Orentlicher served as Deputy,
Office of War Crimes Issues (since renamed Office of Global Criminal Justice) in the
Department of State. In that capacity, she was deeply engaged in strengthening efforts to prevent
violence against women; developing the administration’s atrocities prevention initiative; and
supporting international and hybrid tribunals.
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Genocide, in CRIMES OF WAR: WHAT THE PUBLIC SHOULD KNOW 153 (Roy W. Gutman and
David Rieff, eds., Norton Press, 1999)
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REV. 1383 (1998)



Democracy and Difference: Democratic Rights and Separatist Claims, in TRILATERAL
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Schoenbaum, Junji Nakagawa & Linda C. Reif, eds. 1998) (Transnational Publishers; published
under the auspices of the American Society of International Law)
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17-21 SEPTEMBER 1998, 14 NOUVELLES ETUDES PENALES 193 (1998); reprinted in MAKING
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NORTHWESTERN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND BUSINESS 66 (1993) (with Timothy A.
Gelatt) (excerpts reproduced in INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS IN CONTEXT: LAW, POLITICS
AND MORALS (Henry Steiner & Philip Alston eds. 1996) (Oxford University Press)



Settling Accounts: The Duty to Prosecute Human Rights Violations of a Prior Regime, 100 YALE
LAW JOURNAL 2537 (1991) (excerpts reproduced in INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS IN
CONTEXT: LAW, POLITICS AND MORALS (Henry Steiner & Philip Alston eds. 1996, University
Press)); INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS: LAW, POLICY, AND PROCESS (David Weissbrodt &
Frank Newman eds. 1996); UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE, TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE: HOW
EMERGING DEMOCRACIES RECKON WITH FORMER REGIMES (1995))

The Power of an Idea: The Impact of United States Human Rights Policy, 1 JOURNAL OF
TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS 43 (1991) (excerpts reproduced in in
HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WORLD COMMUNITY: ISSUES AND ACTION (R. Claude & B. Weston eds.,
2d ed. 1992))

Symposium, Transitions to Democracy and the Rule of Law, 5 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY JOURNAL
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND POLICY 1049 (1990)

Bearing Witness: The Art and Science of Human Rights Fact-Finding, 3 HARVARD HUMAN
RIGHTS JOURNAL 83 (1990) (excerpts reproduced in INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS: PROBLEMS
OF LAW, PoLICY AND PRACTICE (R.B. Lillich & H. Hannum eds., 3rd ed. 1995))

Book Review, Human Rights and U.S. Foreign Policy: Congress Reconsidered (by David P.
Forsythe), 83 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 972 (1989)

Book Review, Human Rights Missions: A study of the fact-finding practice of non-governmental
organizations (by Hans Thoolen and Berth Verstappen), 82 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW 873 (1988)

Enforcement of Arbitral Awards Issued by the Additional Facility of the International Centre of
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), 2 JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION 15
(1985) (with Edward Leahy)

Expropriation in the Energy Industry: Canada’s Crown Share Provision as a Violation of
International Law, 29 MCGILL LAW JOURNAL 439 (1984) (with Cecil J. Olmstead and Edward J.
Krauland)

The Philippines: A Country in Crisis - A Report for the Lawyers Committee for International
Human Rights, 15 COLUMBIA HUMAN RIGHTS LAW REVIEW 69 (Fall 1983) (with Marvin E.
Frankel and Jack F. Greenberg)

Comment, Snepp v. United States: CIA Secrecy Agreements and the First Amendment, 81
CoLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 662 (1981) (excerpts reproduced in CONSTITUTIONAL LAW (Mark
Tushnet, Geoffrey Stone, Louis Sedman & Cass Sunstein eds. 1996))
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“The Case for a Putin War Crimes Trial,” NBC News Think, May 9, 2022, at
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/russia-ukraine-war-updates-trickle-case-trying-
vladimir-putin-war-crim-rcna27996

“How States Can Prosecute Russia’s Aggression without or without ‘Universal Jurisdiction’,”
Just Security, Mar. 24, 2022, at https://www.justsecurity.org/808 1 8/how-states-can-prosecute-
russias-aggression-with-or-without-universal-jurisdiction/

Transitional Justice and Private Actors: Harnessing Business Incentives to Advance Victims’
Priorities, in THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PRIVATE SECTOR ACTORS IN TRANSITIONAL
JUSTICE IN AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA: A BRIEFING PAPER (GLOBAL INITIATIVE FOR JUSTICE,
TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION, Sept. 2021), at https://gijtr.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Private-Sector-Actors-Toolkit-6x9-EN-final.pdf

That Someone Guilty Be Punished: The Impact of the ICTY in Bosnia, published by the
International Center for Transitional Justice and the Open Society Justice Initiative (2010),
available at http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/publications/someone-guilty-be-punished-
impact-icty-bosnia

Shrinking the Space for Denial: The Impact of the ICTY in Serbia, published by the Open
Society Justice Initiative (2008), available at
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/reports/shrinking-space-denial-impact-icty-serbia

“The New UN Human Rights Council” (with Morton H. Halperin), 13 No. 3 HUM. RTS. BRIEF 1
(2006); updated version in 2007 HUMAN RIGHTS YEARBOOK, published by the Human Rights
Program, University of Chile (2007)

“Criminalizing Hate Speech: A Comment on the ICTR’s Judgment in The Prosecutor v.
Nahimana, et al.,” 13 No. 1 HUM. RTs. BRIEF 1 (2006)

Report of the independent expert to update the Set of Principles to combat impunity, Diane
Orentlicher, UN Doc. E/CN.4/2005/102 and addendum (February 18, 2005), available at
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G05/111/03/PDF/G0511103.pdf?OpenElement

Independent study on best practices, including recommendations, to assist states in
strengthening their domestic capacity to combat all aspects of impunity, by Professor Diane
Orentlicher, UN Doc. E/CN.4/2004/88 (February 27, 2004), available at
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/94b45b7493a558cac1256e6e005a6d1d/$SFILE/
G0411355.pdf

“Universal Jurisdiction After Pinochet: Prospects and Perils,” Working Paper published by the
Center for Global Peace & Conflict Studies, University of California at Irvine (2003)
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Principal contributing author, HIGH COMMISSIONER ON NATIONAL MINORITIES OF THE
ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE, REPORT ON THE SITUATION OF
ROMA AND SINTI IN THE OSCE AREA (April 2000)

Monograph, Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity: The Legal Regime (December 1998),
published by United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Contribution of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia to the
Interpretation and Development of the Substantive Law that It Applies, in PROCEEDINGS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WAR-CRIMES TRIALS, BELGRADE, NOV. 77-8, 1998 at 71-83
(Humanitarian Law Center, 2000)

Responsibility to Arrest, TRIBUNAL (Apr./May 1997)
Should We Risk Lives to Save Lives?, THE BOSTON REVIEW (November 1993)

Yugoslavia War Crimes Tribunal, FOCUS (publication of American Society of International Law)
(Summer 1993) (excerpts reproduced in INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS: PROBLEMS OF LAW,
PoLicy AND PRACTICE (Richard B. Lillich & Hurst Hannum eds., 3rd ed. 1995) and in
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS: LAW, POLICY, AND PROCESS (Frank Newman & David
Weissbrodt eds., 2d ed. 1996)

NoO JUSTICE, NO PEACE: ACCOUNTABILITY FOR RAPE AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN THE
FORMER YUGOSLAVIA (June 1993) (58 pp.) (co-author; for International Human Rights Law
Group); reprinted in S HASTINGS WOMEN’S LAW JOURNAL 93 (1995).

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS: THE HUMAN RIGHTS RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHINA’S INVESTORS
AND TRADE PARTNERS (July 1992) (50 pp.) (co-author; for International League for Human
Rights)

In Brief: Human Rights at the United Nations: Accountability for Human Rights Crimes
(October 1991) (for International League for Human Rights)

IMPUNITY: PROSECUTIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES (September 1991)
(175 pp.) (co-author; for Lawyers Committee for Human Rights)

THE LONG ROAD TO JUSTICE: A REPORT ON THE LETELIER-MOFFITT CASE (September 1991) (39
pp.) (co-author; for International League for Human Rights)

BUSINESS AS USUAL . . .?: THE INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN
CHINA (May 1991) (75 pp.) (co-author; for International League for Human Rights)



HUMAN RIGHTS IN INDONESIA AND EAST TIMOR (1988) (270 pp.) (for Asia Watch)

VIGILANTES IN THE PHILIPPINES: A THREAT TO DEMOCRATIC RULE (June 1988) (186 pp.) (co-
author; for Lawyers Committee for Human Rights)

The Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment Or
Punishment: A Report of the Committee on International Human Rights (principal author), 42
RECORD OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE BAR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 235 (March 1987)

Human Rights and the Administration of Justice in Chile: A Report of a Delegation of the
Association of the Bar of the City of New York and the International Bar Association (1987)
(with William D. Zabel and David Nachman), 42 RECORD OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE BAR OF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK 431 (May 1987)

SEEKING SHELTER: CAMBODIANS IN THAILAND (1987) (106 pp.) (co-author; for Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights)

THE WAR AGAINST CHILDREN: SOUTH AFRICA’S YOUNGEST VICTIMS (1986) (184 pp.) (co-
author; for Lawyers Committee for Human Rights)

“SALVAGING” DEMOCRACY: HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PHILIPPINES (1985) (218 pp.) (co-author; for
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights)

KAMPUCHEA: AFTER THE WORST (1985) (252 pp.) (co-author; for Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights)

NICARAGUA: REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE (1985) (161 pp.) (co-author; for Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights)

HONDURAS: A CRISIS ON THE BORDER (1985) (114 pp.) (co-author; for Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights)

“Lawyers under siege,” Index on Censorship (October 1985)

FREE FIRE: A REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN EL SALVADOR (1984) (137 pp.) (co-author; for
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights and Americas Watch)

THE PHILIPPINES: A COUNTRY IN CRISIS (1983) (218 pp.) (for Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights)

Numerous opinion pieces in The New York Times; The Washington Post, The Wall Street
Journal; The Los Angeles Times; and the International Herald Tribune
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