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Fax:
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CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX
U Regular Admission No Charge
O WCL Students & Alumni  No Charge
O CLE Credit (5 credits) $100
Please indicate which states you would like to seek
accreditation for

To register, please forward this form to the return address in
the next panel or fax to 202.274.4079. If you have additional
questions, please contact us at 202.274.4075 or via e-mail at
secle@wcl.american.edu.

YOU MAY ALSO REGISTER ON LINE AT
WWW.WCL.AMERICAN.EDU/SECLE/
AND CLICK ON EVENT REGISTRATION

PARKING

To help us maintain good relations with our neighbors, we ask that
you park in the law school’s underground lot at the rate of $2.00 an
hour or $8.00 per day. Parking is very limited

SPECIAL NEEDS

Any person with disabilities attending the conference who believes
he or she might need a reasonable accommodation to participate
should contact us at least two weeks in advance at: (202) 274-4075 or
via e-mail at secle@wcl.american.edu
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The UN and Regional

Systems’ Legal
Framework on
Torture

MARCH 3, 2006
9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
FOLLOWED BY A RECEPTION

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW
RooM 603
4801 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20016

CLE CREDIT WILL BE APPLIED FOR

AMERICAN | ]
UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON .COI. LEGF of :.nw

./




The UN and Regional Systems’ Legal
Framework on Torture

This training seminar is designed to familiarize
policymakers, judges, lawyers, advocates and
academics with the obligations established under
international law concerning torture as well as
with the organs and procedures relevant to the
prohibition of torture.  Anticipated speakers
include individuals from the UN, including the
UN Committee Against Torture, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, and
other leading experts in the field.

SPEAKERS AND PANEL TOPICS

9:30 - 9:50 Registration

9:50 -10:00 Welcome Remarks by Dean
Claudio Grossman, WCL, UN Committee
Against Torture Vice Chair

10:00-12:00 THE UNITED NATIONS
COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE
Leading experts will discuss both substantive
and procedural issues related to the United
Nations ~ Committee = Against  Torture,
including provisions concerning individual
grievances, the State Party reporting system,
and the Convention Against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment. The panel will
explore related jurisprudence, the prohibition
of rendition to torture, and the practice of
diplomatic assurances, among other “hot
topic” issues. Panelists will also consider the
CAT’s impact in terms of the effort to

eliminate torture across the globe.

Speakers:  Felice Gaer, Member and Vice
Chair, UN Committee Against Torture;
Director of the Jacob Blaustein Institute for
the Advancement of Human Rights; and Vice
Chair, US Commission on International
Religious Freedom; Viviana Kirsticevic,
Executive Director, Center for Justice and
International Law (CEJIL) Washington
(Invited); Fernando M. Marifio Menéndez,
Chairman, UN Committee Against Torture;
and Professor and Chair in Public
International Law, Faculty of Juridical and
Social Sciences, University Carlos III de
Madrid, Spain; Joao M. Nataf, Human Rights
Officer, UN Committee Against Torture
Secretariat

Moderator: Dean Claudio Grossman, WCL,
Vice Chair, UN Committee Against Torture

12:00-1:30 Lunch

1:30 - 3:15 THE INTER-AMERICAN
SYSTEM'’S LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON
TORTURE

This expert panel will examine the framework
to eliminate torture under the Inter-American
system. Panelists will discuss the procedures
and jurisprudence of the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights, as well as
pressing issues and key legal instruments
such as the Inter-American Convention to
Prevent and Punish Torture and the
Commission’s Report on Terrorism and
Human Rights.

Speakers: Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Principal
Human Rights Specialist, IACHR; Florentin
Meléndez, Commissioner, IACHR; Rick
Wilson, Professor of Law and Director of the
International Human Rights Law Clinic, WCL
Moderator:  Santiago Canton, Executive
Secretary, IJACHR

3:15 - 3:30 Break

3:30 - 5:30 INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW

This panel of experts will discuss a range of
issues involving international humanitarian
law including the definitions of torture and
“other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment” (CID) by various war crimes
tribunals and under international law, how
those definitions differ from the definitions
under the human rights treaties addressed in
the earlier panels, relevant jurisprudence, and
the prohibition of torture/CID from a military
perspective including issues of command
responsibility and interrogation.

Speakers:  Veronica Gomez, Human Rights
Specialist, IACHR; Susana SaCouto, Director,
War Crimes Research Office, WCL; Dr. Gary
D. Solis, Visiting Professor of Law, U.S.
Military Academy

Moderator: Diane Orentlicher, Professor of
Law and Co-Director of the Center for
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, WCL

5:30 - 6:30 CLOSING RECEPTION



