
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Form 
 

C o m m o n  G r o u n d :  Global 
Perspectives on Minorities’ Land Rights 

 
 
Name:   ________________________________________     
                                                                   
Affiliation:  _____________________________________      
 
Street:   ________________________________________   
                                                                     
City:  ______________  State: _______  Zip:  ________ 
            
Phone:   ________________________________________  
                                                                  
Fax:       ________________________________________    
                                                                 
E-mail:  ________________________________________ 
                                                                     
Alumni:    Yes    No         Year _______________                            
 

 Regular Admission   $20.00 
 Students and Alumni    Complementary  
 CLE CREDIT (5 hours) $75.00 

 
Please indicate which state you will need CLE credit:  ___________ 
State Bar Number: _______________________________________ 

 

To register, please forward this form to the return address in the 
next panel or fax to 202.274.4079.  If you have additional 
questions, please contact us at 202.274.4075 or via e-mail at 
secle@wcl.american.edu. 
 
PARKING:    To  help  us  maintain  good  relations  with  our 
neighbors,  we  ask  that  you  park  in  the  law  school’s 
underground  lot at the rate of $2.00 an hour or $8.00 a day (if 
available) or in commercial lots located across the street.   
 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
Any  person  with  disabilities  attending  the  conference  who 
believes he or she might need a reasonable accommodation to 
participate should contact us at least two weeks in advance at: 
(202) 274‐4075 or via e‐mail at secle@wcl.american.edu 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
American University Washington College of Law invites you to explore some 

of the most important legal issues facing the nation and the world today. 

 
 

SPONSORED BY  
HUMAN RIGHTS BRIEF AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT LAW AND POLICY BRIEF 

 
 

CCoommmmoonn    
GGrroouunndd  
Global Perspectives on 
Minorities’ Land Rights 

 

 
Monday, March 6, 2006 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
6th Floor Student Lounge 

 
 

CLE  CREDIT  AVAILABLE 
 
 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF  LAW 

4801  MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NW 
WASHINGTON,  DC 
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FOUNDERS’ CELEBRATION 

Justice F O R  A L L .    

FOUNDERS’ CELEBRATION

Justice F O R  A L L .    

 



CCoommmmoonn    
GGrroouunndd  

Global Perspectives on 
Minorities’ Land Rights 

 

 
This conference will address both the root causes 

of land loss and the legal remedies being used to 

prevent land loss and restore land rights to 

minorities in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 

United States.   

 

The morning panel will begin with an 

examination of historic and current land loss, as 

well as threats to land title such as government 

seizure for commercial development, dams and 

other large-scale projects.   

 

The afternoon panel will address land restitution 

and compensation, as well as means of 

protecting land title.  Case studies presented will 

include current North American Indian land 

claims, restitution for indigenous Guatemalans 

displaced by a World Bank-funded dam, and 

development of land trusts in the Southern United 

States to fight land loss in rural communities.  

 
 

 
 
 

Schedule at a Glance 
 

9am Registration   
Light Breakfast Served 
 

10 am-
12 pm

Panel 1 
Land Loss: Overview and Case 
Studies 
 

12 pm-
1:30 pm

Luncheon & Keynote Address 

1:30pm-
3:30pm

Panel 2 
Legal Remedies for Land Loss 
Prevention, Restitution and 
Resettlement 

 

Program Description 
 

Welcome Remarks 
 

Dean Claudio Grossman 
American University Washington College of 

Law and former President of the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights 

 
Panel 1    10am-12pm 

Land Loss: Overview and Case Studies 
 

Savi Horne 
Associate Director Agricultural Policy and 

Administration 
Land Loss Prevention Project 

Topic: Historic African American land loss in 
the Southern United States. 

 
Lauren Baker 

Program Associate, Law and Communities 
and Human Rights and the Environment 

Center for International Environmental Law 
Topic: Collective community land rights and 

Public Interest Law Groups (PILGs) in the 
Philippines. 

 
Dr. Stephan Schwartzman 

International Program Co-Director 
Environmental Defense 

Topic: The indigenous movement and 
indigenous land rights in the Amazon.  

 

Program Description  
Continued  

 
Dr. Beverly L. Peters 

Adjunct Professor, African Politics and 
Development 

Georgetown University 
Topic: Political land reform in Zimbabwe. 

 

Lunch              12:00 pm-1:30pm  

Keynote Address 
 
 
Panel 2    1:30pm-3:30pm 

Legal Remedies for Land Loss Prevention, 
Restitution and Resettlement 

 
Enrique Gomez-Pinzon 

Partner, International and Cross-Border 
Transactions Group, Business Law Section 

Holland & Knight, LLP 
Topic: Legal representation of the 

Coordinating Committee of Communities 
Affected by the Construction of the Chixoy 

Dam (COCAHICH) in Guatemala. 
 

Alexandra Page 
Staff Attorney 

Indian Law Resource Center 
Topic: American Indian land claims in New 

York State. 
 

Paul Hurt 
Deputy General Counsel 
The Conservation Fund 

Topic: Land trusts and other domestic 
preventative legal remedies. 

 
 

For more information please contact  
Abby Okrent Email:abbyokrent@yahoo.com or  

Lauren Bartlett 
Email: lauren_bartlett@yahoo.com 

 
To register please visit 

www.wcl.american.edu/secle 
And click on event registration 

 
SPONSORED BY HUMAN RIGHTS BRIEF AND SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT LAW AND POLICY BRIEF 


