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Special Guest Speaker

Professor Rebecca Cook

CHAIR, INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW AND
CO-DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME ON REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH LAW,
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO FACULTY OF LAW

Health disparities are growing among women within and among countries. Professor Cook will
explore the challenge of the fair allocation of scarce public health care resources by focusing on
services for women and girls. She will discuss different ways of thinking about fairness in health care
reform, the role of courts in promoting fairness, the use of affirmative action measures to address
health disparities among women and girls, and the constitutional and human rights legal obligations
of states to remedy these pressing inequalities.
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Rebecca J. Cook, A.B. (Barnard), M.A. (Tufts), M.P.A. (Harvard), J.D. (Georgetown), LL.M.
(Columbia), J.S.D. (Columbia), called to the Bar of Washington, D.C., is Professor and Faculty
Chair in International Human Rights, and Co-Director of the International Programme on
Reproductive and Sexual Health Law in the Faculty of Law at the University of Toronto. She also
holds positions in the Faculty of Medicine and the Joint Centre for Bioethics at the University of
Toronto. She is ethical and legal issues co-editor of the International Journal of Gynecology and
Obstetrics, and serves on the editorial advisory boards of Human Rights Quarterly and
Reproductive Health Matters. Her publications include over one hundred and fifty books, articles
and reports in the areas of international human rights, the law relating to women's health, and
feminist ethics. She is the recipient of the Certificate of Recognition for Outstanding Contribution
to Women's Health by the International Federation of Gynecologists and Obstetricians, the Ludwik
and Estelle Jus Memorial Human Rights Prize, and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.
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