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Two high-level commission reports—the Sutherland

report in 2004 and the Warwick Commission report in

2007—addressed the future of the World Trade Organiza-

tion and made proposals for incremental reform. This book

goes further; it explains why institutional reform of the

WTO is needed at this critical juncture and provides inno-

vative, practical proposals for modernizing the WTO to

enable it to respond to the challenges of the twenty-first

century. Contributors focus on five critical areas: transpar-

ency, decision- and rule-making procedures, internal man-

agement structures, participation by non-governmental

organizations and civil society, and relationships with

regional trade agreements.
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Rather than simply analyzing the current functioning of the WTO, its

problems and challenges, this volume is also a call to action. It lays out

proposals that are likely to become a blueprint for reform of the WTO as

an institution. Its contents are abundantly worthy of reflection and subse-

quent action. I recommend it highly to anyone who is concerned about the

future of the global economy.”

– Julio Lacarte Muró, first Chairman of the WTO Appellate Body and

Chair of the Uruguay Round negotiations

This book makes a valuable contribution to a critical debate: How can the

WTO fulfill its intended role as the leader in trade liberalization? Debra

Steger and her colleagues bring an impressive range of knowledge and

experience to the topic, examining the issues from every angle.”

– Craig VanGrasstek, President of Washington Trade Reports
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