
 
 
 
 
ILSP LLM Specialization 
 
The specialization in international and comparative protection of intellectual property is 
designed to expose students to the full range of legal and policy problems and conflicts 
that arise from domestic and international regulation of copyrights, trademarks, and 
patents.  Increasingly, minimum protections in these areas are being established in 
bilateral and multilateral trade agreements, including the Agreement on Trade Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights.  Accordingly, the specialization will involve 
significant exposure to international trade law, as well as the legal history and 
comparative analysis of domestic intellectual property regimes.  Some thematic topics 
include: the economic and social impacts of converting culture and information into 
private property; the rights of indigenous communities to access and benefit from 
traditional knowledge and culture; the impact of intellectual property protection regimes 
on economic development; and conflicts and balances between intellectual property 
protection and human and civil rights.  LLM students in this specialization will have 
access to advising from the WCL’s Program on Information Justice and Intellectual 
Property, which includes WCL’s internationally recognized intellectual property, 
communications, and information-law faculty and its pioneering intellectual property 
legal clinic. 
 
 
Law and Government Specialization 
 
The specialization in intellectual property and information policy is designed to train 
students in advanced study of the regulation of intellectual property and information 
dissemination in the U.S.  The specialization focuses students on the study of how the 
law deals with information as a commodity. Course work examines the fundamental 
policy conflicts animating intellectual property jurisprudence as well as the trend toward 
the globalization of intellectual property law and the impact of such globalization on 
human rights, sovereignty and economic development.  Primary emphasis is on the 
interrelations of trademark, copyright and patent law; however, students are also 
encouraged to study principles and legal rules governing unfair competition, antitrust, 
constitutional law and administrative law that impact the process and substance of 
intellectual property regulation and enforcement.  LLM students in this specialization will 
have access to advising from the WCL’s Program on Information Justice and Intellectual 
Property, which includes WCL’s internationally recognized intellectual property, 
communications, and information-law faculty and its pioneering intellectual property 
legal clinic. 


