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1986. Brazil established its National STD and AIDS Committee (CNAIDS).
 

1987. Only Zidovudine (AZT) was available to treat HIV/AIDS in Brazil.
 
1993. The pill form of antiretroviral Didanosine (25 and 100mg) was first available.
 
1994. Brazil issued Ministerial Ordinance No. 1,028/GM, which enabled civil society organizations to collaborate with the National STD and AIDS Committee’s actions.

1996. Brazil first began using an antiretroviral cocktail therapy.
1996. Brazil first offered antiretroviral Zalcitabine (.75mg pill) in May. The injectable form of Zidovudine, Lamivudine (150 mg pill), Saquinavir (200mg capsule), and Ritonavir (100mg capsule) were also made available in June, September, December and December, respectively.

May 14, 1996. Brazil passed National Legislation for its Intellectual Property Law, which allows for compulsory licensing (Law No. 9279/96).

November 13, 1996. Senator Jose Sarney proposed Law No. 9,313, which enabled Brazilians’ universal and free access to antiretrovirals through the National Health System. The Federal Government sanctioned the law.

1997. Brazil began providing free antiretrovirals, in effort to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS among its young and sexually active population, in particular.

1997. Brazil began local production of antiretrovirals used in its combined drug cocktail, which decreased the price of imported drugs. By 2002, local production spurred lower import costs by as much as eighty-three percent of the original prices.
 

1998. Brazil’s Minister of Public Health proposed universal access to HIV/AIDS drugs a human right at the World AIDS Conference in Geneva.
 
1998. Brazil began producing Zidovudine locally. Brazil also began distributing the antiretroviral through the National Health System.

December 4, 1998. PhRMA requested  the USTR to list Brazil as a Watch List country on its annual “Special 301” Report. PhRMA also issued a complaint about Brazil’s lack of intellectual property protection to the National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers (NTE). 
 

1999.  Brazil introduced genotyping tests, which determine if one has resistance to anti-AIDS drugs.

December 3, 1999. PhARMA submitted a complaint to NTE 2000, concerning Brazil’s limited intellectual property protection.
 
February 18, 2000. PhRMA requested the USTR to list Brazil on its 2000 “Special 301” Priority Watch List.
 

May 1, 2000. The US Trade Representative ranked Brazil among the Watch List countries of its “Special 301” Report, citing: “in 1999 the Brazilian Government issued a Medida Provisoria which contains some problematic provisions related to issuance of pharmaceutical patents.”

2001.  Because of its National STD and AIDS Programme, Brazil won the “Human Rights and Culture of Peace” prize from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

2001. Brazil publicly considered issuing compulsory licenses for Nelfinavir and Efavirenz.

January 8, 2001.  The US Trade Representative filed a complaint in the WTO Dispute Settlement Body, concerning article 68 of Brazil’s patent law, which allowed for compulsory licensing when patent holders do not manufacture their products locally.
 US Trade Representative officials labeled this complaint as the “Merck” case. 
January 9, 2001. The US requested the establishment of WTO Dispute Settlement panel concerning Brazil’s “local working requirement” of its patent law.
 

February 1, 2001. A delegation of Brazil issued a statement to the WTO Dispute Settlement Body defending its “measures affecting patent protection” from the US complaint.

February 9, 2001. After receiving criticism from Mr. Gregg Gonsalves,
Director of Treatment Advocacy, concerning the US issued complaint against Brazil’s use of article 68 of its Patent Law, the USTR responded by clarifying that only article 71 should permit compulsory license practices.
 
March 2001. Merck reduced Crixivan and Stocrin prices for sub-Saharan countries in Africa.

March 29, 2001. Merck agreed on price discounts of 59 percent for Efavirenze and 65 percent for Indinavir, as long as Brazil’s government did not issue compulsory licenses for generic production.
  Efavirenz would sell for 84 cents instead of $2.06 for a 200mg dose, and Indinavir would sell for 47 cents instead of $1.33 for a 400 mg dose.  
April 30, 2001. In its 2001 “Special 301” Report, the US Trade Representative criticized Brazil for article 68 of its Patent Law, which requires patent owners to manufacture their products in Brazil or accept compulsory licensing of those products. The USTR asserted that compulsory licensing for antiretrovirals could be justified under Article 71 of the Patent law, however.

June 25, 2001. After facing considerable negative publicity, the US Trade Representative withdrew the WTO complaint against Brazil. However, Brazil privately agreed to provide the US with advance notice of compulsory licenses issued under Article 68, and to discuss disputes with the US through a newly formed "Consultative Mechanism."

June 25, 2001. James Love Director of the Consumer Project on Technology and Robert Weisman, Co-Director of Essential Action, issued statements challenging the terms on which the USTR objected to Brazil’s right to compulsory license antiretrovirals, and the country’s local working requirement.

August 22, 2001. Brazilian Health Minister Jose Serra announced that Brazil would issue a compulsory license for Nelfinavir (market name: Viracept).
 

August 23, 2001. Roche, patent holder of Viracpt, requested a meeting with Brazil’s Health Minister, Jose Serra, to renegotiate prices.

August 28, 2001. Brazil and Roche resumed talks. 
August 31, 2001.  Roche agreed to sell Viracept in Brazil at an additional 40% discount as long as Brazil does not issue a compulsory license for the drug.
  
December 19, 2002. Brazil’s Ministry of Health launched the International Cooperation Program, which would provide about 10 countries per year with needed antiretrovirals.
 
May 1, 2003. The US Trade Representative elevated Brazil to the Priority Watch List of its “Special 301” Report, along with 10 other countries.
 

September 5, 2003.  Despite its negotiations with pharmaceutical companies for a 40 percent discount on antiretrovirals, Brazil was only offered a maximum reduction of 6.7 percent. Brazil issued a public decree allowing for local production or import of generic antiretrivirals without patent holders’ consent. In particular, the decree applied to Lopinavir, Efavirenz and Nelfinavir. 
November 17, 2003. Brazil’s Health Ministry reached a deal with Bristol-Myers Squibb to buy Atazanavir at a 76% discount. 

November 18, 2003. After long negotiations, Brazil’s Health Ministry reached an agreement with Merck to buy Efavirenz at a discount of 25%.

December 2003. Brazil’s next Health Minister, Humberto Costa, suggested compulsory licensing Nelfinavir if necessary, but noted he expected to negotiate with its manufacturer, Hoffman-La Roche, first.
 

January 2004. Brazil announced that after negotiations, pharmaceutical companies Hoffman-La Roche, Gilead and Abbott agreed to discount the five most expensive antiretrovirals by 10% and 76%. According to a Kaiser Network report:“The deal was expected to save the treatment program $107 million last year and allow 20,000 new patients to obtain treatment through the program in 2004.”

January 2004.  Costa successfully negotiated a 37 percent price reduction for Nelfinavir, Lopinavir, Efavirenz, Tenofovir and Atazanavir.
 

May 3, 2004. The US Trade Representative ranks Brazil among its “Special 301” Report’s Priority Watch List countries. The USTR stated: “Unauthorized copies of pharmaceutical products continue to receive sanitary registrations that rely on undisclosed tests and other confidential data, although no unauthorized copies have been marketed yet.”

December 1, 2004. Pedro Chequer, Head of Brazil's Aids program, announced that in 2005, Brazil would issue compulsory licenses for antiretrovirals whose import costs have assumed up to 85% of Brazil’s total AIDS program costs.

2005. Brazil’s Federal Deputy PT, Roberto Gouveia  presented justification for Brazil’s Parliamentary Bill No. 22/03, which would  free antiretrovirals from their patent coverage and enable local industries to produce them.
 

June 1, 2005. Brazil’s Chamber of Deputies unanimously approves Parliamentary Bill Number 22/03, which Federal Deputy PT, Roberto Gouveia. Bill No. 22/03 would free antiretrovirals from their patent coverage and enable local industries to produce them, if approved by  the Federal Senate and ratified by the President.
 

June 2, 2005.  Interfarma issued a statement entitled: “Statement of Interfarma - Brazilian Research-Based Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association - on Bill 22/03,” which warned against noncompliance with Brazil’s Patent Law.
 
2005. Brazil Health Minister Humberto Costa signed a decree declaring that compulsory licensing Kaletra for public interest was appropriate. 

2005. The government of Brazil announced that they were considering a compulsory license for Tenofovir (market name: Viread).

March, 2005. Jarbas Barbosa, Brazil's Health Ministry Control Secretary, announced that Brazil could reduce its antiretroviral expenditure in half if able to make generic versions of Efavirenz, Tenofovir, Lopinavir and Ritonavir.
 
March 14, 2005. Brazil asked pharmaceutical companies Merck, Gilead and Abbott Laboratories, to voluntary license the generic production of their respective antiretrovirals for Brazil’s National STD/AID Program. Those antiretrovirals included Merk’s Efavirenz, Gilead’s Tenofovir, and Abbott’s Lopinavir and Ritonavir.
  
March 21, 2005—May 18, 2006. NGO’s and business groups issued a series of statements concerning Brazil’s potential compulsory license. Examples: NGO’s ACT-UP, Health GAP and the Global AIDS Alliance issued a mutual statement of support. Meanwhile, Defenders of Property Rights issued a statement supporting the USTR’s reprimand of Brazil. One concern raised was the Brazilian President and Minister of Health’s discussion of possible collaboration with African countries, in effort to help them produce antiretrovirals.

April 29, 2005. The US Trade Representative maintained Brazil on the Priority Watch list of its 2005 “Special 301” Report. The USTR cited: “Brazil has not mad significant progress in processing its backlog of pending patent applications, due in part to a requirement that the health regulatory agency issue approval before pharmaceutical patents are granted by the Brazilian patent office.”

May, 2005. Brazil refused $40 million in US AIDS grants because such funding required HIV/AIDS organizations to pledge to oppose commercial sex work. Funding also would have required HIV/AIDS groups to accept Bush's moral agenda on issues such as sexual abstinence and drug use. Brazil’s HIV/AIDS program is one of the most progressive in the world, and Brazilian officials affirmed that such limitations would hinder Brazil’s efforts to fight the spread of HIV/AIDS among sex-workers.
 

May 5, 2005. Signed by 138 Civil Society groups, ‘The Declaration of Civil Society regarding the Brazilian Negotiations for Voluntary License for AIDS drugs’ called on the Brazilian government to both issue compulsory licenses for antiretrovirals and allow for the export of those drugs to countries in need of them.
 

May 24, 2005. US Congress members Ginny Brown-Waite, Mario Diaz-Balart, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen wrote to the US Trade Representative Rob Portman, requesting economic sanctions for Brazil, should the country issue compulsory licenses.

May 25, 2005. US Congressman Joe Wilson wrote a letter to the US Trade Representative opposing Brazil’s consideration of compulsory licenses. Wilson questioned the validity of Brazil’s national emergency, and suggests that compulsory licensing would threaten bilateral trade relations with Brazil.
 

June 24, 2005. Brazil’s Health Minister Costa, announced that Brazil would issue a compulsory license for Kaletra. Costa affirmed that while the government paid Abbott $1.17 per pill of Kaletra, Brazil’s generic version would cost 68 cents a pill.
 This announcement led to price negotiations with Abbott Laboratories.
June 24, 2005—July 28, 2005. A flurry of NGO and activist group statements were published concerning Brazil’s potential compulsory license. NGO and interest group sources include but are not limited to: The Council on Hemispheric Affairs, Tech Central Station, Global Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS, USA for Innovation, and Health GAP.

June 29. 2005. US Representative Henry Waxman made a congressional statement, entitled: “Brazilian Government’s Decision to Issue a Compulsory License for Lopinavir/Ritonavir.” The statement supported Brazil’s decision.

July 1, 2005.  Billy Tauzin, PhRMA President and CEO issued a statement claiming that assistance with Brazil’s HIV/AIDS programs “lies in furthering the constructive relationships between our companies and the government of Brazil – not breaking patents.”
 

July 8, 2005. Costa concluded negotiations with Abbott, which resulted the following mutual decisions: a reduced price of forty-six percent for Kaletra capsules (from US $1.17 to $.63 each) for six years, access to Meltrex, a new form of Kaletra, and a technology transfer for the generic manufacturing of the drug.
 Costa allowed Abbott ten working days to sign the agreement, or face Brazil’s compulsory license for Kaletra.  Brazil also continued negotiations with Gilead Sciences for Tenofovir, and with Merck for Efavirenz. 

July 8, 2005. Brazil’ new Health Minister, Joe Saraiva Felipe was appointed. 

July 9, 2005. Abbott Laboratories announced that it met its goals in negotiating an agreement with Brazil, concerning Kaletra. The agreement does not specify a per-capsule price, nor does it specify the terms of assistance to which Abbott agreed, concerning local manufacturing of the drug, once the patent expires in 2015.
 

July 9, 2005. Billy Tauzin, PhRMA President and CEO, issued a statement concerning Brazil’s protection of patent rights, asserting PhRMA’s disappointment with Brazil’s threats to issue compulsory licenses.

July 14, 2005. In Brazil’s Correio Braziliense newspaper, Felipe announced that despite the July 8th agreement, Abbott Laboratories had not signed the accord for Kaletra’s full price reduction, and that negotiations would continue.  Abbott’s (then) current proposal only reduced Kaletra's price to 99 cents per pill, with further price reduction of 27 cents estimated for 2010.

September 30, 2005. Gilead’s 2005 Quarterly Report (SEC Form 10-Q), highlighted the company’s licensing dispute with Brazil for Tenofovir, asserting that both parties agreed on the reduced price of Tenofovir by approximately 50% in May 2006.
 

September 8, 2005.  Saraiva Felipe, Brazil’s Minister of Health issued a statement claiming that negotiations with pharmaceutical companies Merck Gilead, and Abbott Laboratories would likely conclude in one month.
 

September 28, 2005. The Brazilian Federation of Pharmaceutical Industry Executive President, Ciro Mortella, issued a statement opposing Brazil’s compulsory licensing efforts.

October 19, 2005. NGO’s pressure the former Secretary of State George Shultz and his wife, San Francisco Chief of Protocol Charlotte Swig Shultz, to encourage Gilead to enable Brazil’s compulsory license of Tenofovir. The Shultzs own shares in Gilead worth $8,700,000. Advocates promoting the campaign include Priority Africa Network, HealthGAP, Survive AIDS, ACT UP East Bay, Peninsula Peace and Justice Center, WorldCentric, East Bay AIDS Advocacy Foundation, Former Berkeley Vice Mayor Maudelle Shirek, San Francisco Bay View, Middle East Children's Alliance.

November 6, 2005. The Whitehouse issued a press release entitled: “Joint Statement on the Occasion of the Visit by President George W. Bush to Brazil.” The Press Release affirmed the close bilateral ties between the two countries, and the need for greater structure in dialogue and activities addressing HIV/AIDS.
 
2006. Because of its increased dependence on patented drugs, Brazil spent more than R$960 million on antiretrovirals, which was close to double the amount spent in 2003.

May 9, 2006. After negotiations with the Brazilian government, Gilead Science agreed to reduce the price of Tenofovir in Brazil by 51 percent. By the time Gilead Science agreed to reduce the price of Tenofovir, 9 of Brazil’s 17 antiretrovirals were imported, while 8 were nationally produced.
 
April 28, 2006. The US Trade Representative maintained Brazil on the “Special 301” Report’s Priority Watch List.  The USTR cited: “The United States is concerned about Brazil’s lack of protection against unfair commercial use of undisclosed test and other data submitted by pharmaceutical companies seeking marketing approval for their products. In addition, concerns remain that Brazil has not significantly reduced its backlog of pending patent applications…”

(Elsewhere in the world) June 2006. U.S. government began issuing compulsory licenses on patents for software, Direct TV's set-top box, a Toyota transmission, a J&J medical device, and computer memory chips. 

(Elsewhere in the world) September 1, 2006. After winning the lawsuit against Abbott for patent infringement, Innogenetics sought an injunction to prevent Abbott from using the patent to manufacture and sell HCV genotyping test kits.

(Elsewhere in the world) January 12, 2007. Abbott Laboratories lost a bid for a compulsory license to manufacture and sell Hepatitis C virus genotyping test kits, which is patented by Innogenetics, Inc.
 

(Elsewhere in the world) January 19, 2007. Abbott Laboratories received a temporary stay from the Federal Circuit to begin its appeal on the District Court’s injunction.

February 1, 2007.  James Love published an article entitled: “[IP-Health] Compulsory Licensing on Patents Outside of the Thai Case,” which revealed the prevalence of compulsory licensing practices for all products.
 

(Elsewhere in the world) March 8, 2007. The Federal Circuit lifted Abbott Laboratories’ temporary stay against the injunction issued by Innogenetics Inc. 

(Elsewhere in the world) March 21, 2007. Italy issued compulsory licenses for patents on a medication for prostate problems.

April 25, 2007. The Minister of Health, José Gomes Temporão, signed Decree 866, which declared compulsory licensing  Efavirenz  acceptable for non-commercial, public interest purposes. Brazil’s Federal Official Gazette published the decree. 

April 25, 2007. Brazil’s Ministry of Health answered questions concerning its compulsory license for Efavirenz.

April  25, 2007. James Love, Director of the Consumer Project on Technology (CPTech), posted an article entitled, “Brazil’s Latest Compulsory License Announcement,” to the IP Disputes in Medicine blog. He asserted that Brazil should not start negotiation for royalties at as low a rate as Thailand did. Instead, Love argued for Brazil using the 2005 WHO/UNDP remuneration guidelines, or establishing a prize fund.

April 25—May 11, 2007. Several News articles concerning Brazil’s recent compulsory license were published in sources ranging from (but not limited to) The Wall Street Journal, BBC News, Associated Press, and Bridges Weekly Trade News Digest.

April 26, 2007. The Working Group on Intellectual Property (GTPI) from the Brazilian Network for the Integration of Peoples affirmed Brazil’s Decree 866.

April 26, 2007. The Working Group on Intellectual Property (GTPI), which is part of The Brazilian Network for the Integration of Peoples (REBRIP), issued a statement of support for Brazil’s Decree 866.
 
April 30, 2007. The US Trade Representative demoted Brazil to the Watch List on its annual “Special 301” Report. However, the USTR cited: “The Brazilian Government has at times indicated consideration of the us of compulsory licensing on patented pharmaceutical products. The United States underscores the importance of Brazil engaging in open and transparent discussions with all relevant stakeholders…”

April 30, 2007. Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PHRMA) responded to the USTR’s 2007 report, requesting the USTR to make an Out-of Cycle review concerning Brazil. PHRMA CEO Billy Tauzin stated: “Brazil’s recent decision to move forward issuance of a compulsory license of a product patent is a very troubling development.”
 
May 3, 2007. The Wall Street Journal praised the US Supreme Court decision to enable judges to not enforce patent owners’ exclusive patent rights. 

May 4, 2007. After a series of unsuccessful meetings with Merck Sharp and Dohme, starting in 2006, Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula Da Silva announced Brazil’s issuance of a compulsory license for Merck’s Efavirenz, on national television.

May 4, 2007. Merck issued a statement concerning its disappointment about Brazil’s compulsory license of Efavirenz, entitled: “Merck & Co., Inc. Statement on Brazilian Government's Decision To Issue Compulsory License for STOCRIN.”

May 4, 2007. James Love, Director of Knowledge Ecology International, issued a statement in support of Brazil’s recent compulsory license for Efavirenze, citing that it was an important first step in implementing the Doha Declaration. He also advocated the benefits of a prize fund to avoid pharmaceutical monopolies controlling access to medicines, while maintaining drug research and development standards.

May 4, 2007. Robert Weissman, Director of Essential Action, issued a statement supporting Brazil’s compulsory license, entitled: “Brazil Decides to be Held Hostage No More: Statement in Response to Brazil’s Issuance of a Compulsory License on Efavirenz.”

May 4, 2007. Daniel W. Christman, Senior Vice President for international affairs in the US Chamber of Commerce, issued a press statement calling Brazil’s compulsory license of Efavirenze a “major step backward” for intellectual property enforcement.

May 5, 2007. Brazil’s Ministry of Public Health issued a press release about its issuance of a compulsory license for Efavirenz, entitled: “Brasil decreta licenciamento compulsório do Efavirenz.”

May 7, 2007. Merck argued that with the world’s 12th largest economy, Brazil "has a greater capacity to pay for HIV medicines than countries that are poorer or harder hit by the disease."

May 8, 2007. The European Parliamentary group  European United Left - Nordic Green Left GUE/NGL Group issued a press release announcing its support of Brazil’s compulsory licensing decision.
  

May 8, 2007. USA for Innovation presented a press release urging US congress to fight against Thailand and Brazil’s intellectual property “theft.”
 The lobby group has indirect ties to PhRMA, according to their website.
  

May 9, 2007.  USA for Innovation’s Executive Director wrote a letter to US congress critiquing Thailand and Brazil’s compulsory licensing practices claiming: “In attacking intellectual property rights of American and European companies, Brazil and Thailand threaten innovation.”

May 10, 2007. Fifteen NGOs sign a joint statement calling on Pharmaceutical companies and lobbyists to stop hindering access to essential medicines in Thailand and Brazil. Those NGO’s are: Thai Network of People Living With HIV/AIDS (TNP+), Thai NGO Coalition on AIDS, AIDS Access Foundation, Drug Study Group, Rural Pharmacist Foundation, Confederation of Consumer Organization, Foundation for Consumers, Biodiversity and Community Rights Action Thailand, Alternative Agriculture Network, FTA Watch, Corporate Watch, Thailand, Focus on the Global South (Thailand), The Strategic Policy on Natural Resources Base, Project, National Human Right Commission, The Rural Reconstruction Alumni and Friends Association, Medecins Sans Frontiers-Belgium (Thailand).
 Initially, Merck maintained that its prices in developing countries produced no profit, and could not be reduced. However, Merck recently issued a discounted price of 14.5% for Efavirenze.

May 14, 2007. Billy Tauzin, president of PhRMA, issued a statement asserting that compulsory licensing is a dangerous short-term budget fix.
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