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In this paper, I empirically study pharmaceutical patent litigation.  I hypothesize that patents on new molecular entities are not likely to be litigated unless there is a priority dispute, (2) claims written in functional language are more likely to be litigated than claims written in structural language, (3) the characteristics of litigation involving new molecular entities are similar to the characteristics of litigation involving non-pharmaceutical chemicals, and (4) bio-pharmaceutical compound patents have very different litigation characteristics from traditional small molecule pharmaceutical patents.
