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Resolution:  606

(I-06)

Introduced by:
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont Delegations
Subject:
AMA's Prescribing Data Restriction Program "Opt-Out" Policy

Referred to:
Reference Committee F


(Susan L. Hubbell, MD, Chair)

Whereas, Our AMA sells data about physicians from its Masterfile to enable data mining companies to compile profiles of physicians’ prescribing practices; and

Whereas, These data mining companies then sell the physician profiles to pharmaceutical companies which use the information to target their marketing strategies to individual physicians; and

Whereas, These specialized marketing strategies are aimed to influence physician prescribing practices and may convince physicians to prescribe more expensive brand name pharmaceuticals when equally efficacious generic medications are available; and

Whereas, The AMA entered an agreement with pharmaceutical companies, called the Prescribing Data Restriction Program (PDRP), which provides physicians the opportunity for an “opt-out” which still allows pharmaceutical companies to access and compile data on physician prescribing but does not allow the companies to share the data with the salespeople who visit physician offices; and

Whereas, The disclaimers on the AMA PDRP Web site neglect to mention any reason why a physician would want to opt-out of sending his/her prescribing information to pharmaceutical companies but rather warns of the adverse consequences of opting out:


“I understand exercising this option may result in a reduction of drug samples, CME programs and speaking engagements.  


I understand restricting the use of prescribing data to pharmaceutical sales representatives will not prohibit them from calling on me, but instead may increase or decrease the number of sales calls and materials I receive since sales representatives will no longer know specifics about my prescribing preferences.


I understand I cannot restrict sales representatives from specific companies from having access to my prescribing data and that all representatives will be restricted equally from having access to these data.


I understand restricting the use of prescribing data to pharmaceutical sales representatives will not affect managed care or pharmacy benefits managers’ use of prescribing data since they use their own proprietary information, over which the AMA has no control.


I understand pharmaceutical companies are required to check the PDRP list quarterly, at a minimum, and after checking the list it may take up to 90 days to restrict may data from access by sales representatives”; and
Whereas, The PDRP disclaimers do not mention the positive reasons for opting out such as reducing the influence of pharmaceutical companies on physician prescribing practices; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association add to the current Prescribing Data Restriction Program “opt-out” disclaimer, patient and physician benefits for restricting use of prescribing data to pharmaceutical sales representatives. (Directive to Take Action)

Fiscal Note: Staff cost estimated at less than $500 to implement. 
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