National “We the Students”
High School Moot Court Competition

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the “We the Students” Moot Court Competition?

The Washington College of Law “We the Students” Moot Court Competition is the only national appellate advocacy competition for high school students in the country.

Where and when is the competition held?

The Competition will be held in Washington, D.C. at American University’s Washington College of Law on March 21-March 22, 2009.

How much does the competition cost?

The competition is $30 per school.  This includes breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday, and breakfast and lunch on Sunday.  Travel and hotel arrangements are not included.

Who will make my travel and hotel arrangements?

You are responsible for your own arrangements and costs.  Please see http://www.wcl.american.edu/admiss/2007visitorsguide.pdf?rd=1 for more information about accommodations nearby the law school.

How many students from my school are allowed to compete?

Each school is allowed to bring a maximum of 12 students to compete.  We request that each school send an even number of students if possible.  For example, most schools usually bring two Appellants and two Appellees.

Who decides which side I represent?

When we receive your Registration materials, we will send a confirmation e-mail to you that tells you which side each participant will represent.
What’s the difference between moot court and mock trial?

Moot Court involves an oral argument appealing a case that has already been heard by a district court.  It is not a mock trial; there are no witnesses and no objections.  Although the Appellant will have the opportunity to make a brief rebuttal, it is not a debate.

Each student has a finite amount of time to argue his or her interpretations of the law to a two-or three-judge panel.  Please note the judges may interrupt at any time with questions.  The student-advocate should respond to the judges’ questions and be able to make a fluid transition back into his or her argument. 

To get a sense for oral argument, you can hear United States Supreme Court oral arguments at the following website: http://oyez.at.nwu.edu/oyez/frontpage.

How much time do students have to make their arguments?

In each round, each competitor has twelve (12) minutes to make his/her argument.  The Appellant may reserve up to three minutes of that time for rebuttal.

Do students have to do any legal research or writing?

No.  You will be provided with a packet that will include a copy of the briefs as well as summaries of any case law that is used to support the competing arguments.  These materials will be available at the competition’s website, http://www.wcl.american.edu/org/mootcourt/highschool.cfm, in January.  No outside research is necessary.  There is no writing component to the competition.

May students do legal research?

If you choose, your students may read the cited cases in the competition materials or general legal texts; however additional research is not necessary.

Who are the judges?

Judges will consist of law students in the first rounds of competition and law professors, attorneys, and judges in the quarterfinal, semifinal and final rounds.

What are the judges looking for?

Judges will be scoring based on your students’ preparedness and understanding of the basic concepts of constitutional law, as applied to the case.  They will score students based on the organization, persuasiveness, and presentation.  A strong oral advocate leads with an introduction or “roadmap”, wraps up with a conclusion, and is responsive to the judges’ questions.  After each round there will be a brief comment and evaluation period during which judges will offer suggestions to help your students’ polish their arguments for the next round.

Do students need any previous moot court experience?

No prior experience with moot court, mock trial, debate, or any public speaking is necessary in order to participate in this competition.
What if I have further questions?

Please contact us at mootcourths@gmail.com
