The Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project: 
Essential Elements for New Chapters
1.
Partnership between a law school(s) and an underserved local public school 
system or local public high school(s).
2.
Academic credit: both law students AND high school students earn 
academic credit for participating in the Marshall-Brennan Project.
3.
Unified Curriculum: All Marshall-Brennan fellows use one or both of the 
textbooks (We the 
Students and/or Youth Justice in America) as a 
foundation for what they teach high schools students, and they teach moot 
court. 

4.
Shared goals: to improve high school students’ oral advocacy skills, 
cultivate critical thinking 
skills, and instill understanding of Constitutional 
cases and concepts.

5.
Support and supervision by a faculty and/or staff member at the law 
school.

6.
Regular communication with the national office at American University 
Washington College of Law.

7.
Representation at the annual Directors’ Meetings and National Marshall-
Brennan High School Moot Court Competition as much as possible.
To apply to create a Marshall-Brennan chapter or for more information, please contact: 

Maryam Ahranjani 

mahranjani@wcl.american.edu 

202-274-4387

