WHY LESBIANS AND GAY MEN
SHOULD READ MARTHA FINEMAN

NANCY D. POLIKOFF

Martha Fineman is the preeminent feminist family theorist of our
time. She barely mentions lesbian and gay families; in her article in
this symposium issue she does not mention them at all." Nonetheless,
this article and her earlier work should be required reading for all
those interested in family law from a gay and lesbian perspective, and
most specifically for anyone participating in the debate about
legalizing marriage for lesbians and gay men. Through reading
Martha Fineman, it becomes possible to see that the equality model
that seeks a right to marry on equal terms with heterosexuals, and the
incantation of “choice,” as in “lesbians and gay men should have the
choice to marry,” fail to envision a truly transformative model of
family for all people. It is that transformative model that Professor
Fineman provides.’

For several years, activists and scholars in the gay and lesbian
community debated the value of same-sex marriage." It was largely an
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