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Kathleen Franz is Assistant Professor of History and Director of Public History at American University.  She holds a Ph.D. in American Civilization from Brown University where she specialized in American cultural history, the history of technology, and museum studies.  After a five-year stint at the University of North Carolina-Greensboro, she came to American University in the fall of 2005 to direct the public history program.  Franz is author of the recent book /Tinkering: Consumers Reinvent the Early Automobile/ (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005) which explores the history of invention through the lense of user innovation. Franz's work on the history of invention won her the Brooke Hindle Prize from the Society for the History of Technology.  She is also a public historian who has worked as a consultant and guest curator on exhibitions in Washington, DC.  Currently she is a guest curator at the National Building Museum working on "David Macaulay: The Art of Drawing Architecture," scheduled to open in February 2006.

