Immigrant Children and Education: An Experiential Learning Project
The Experiential Learning Project (ELP) provides law students with an opportunity to explore legal issues in an environment beyond the law school.  The ELP’s sessions will focus on legal issues affecting immigrant children and education.  Participants will understand their role in the legal community by participating in the sessions with students, their families and their teachers 
Sessions
"Coming to America":  The first session will focus on the physical and social environment of students who have just arrived in the United States.  Participants will have the chance to explore these ideas while visiting with an organization TBD that focuses on creating policies and programs to deal with the specific cultural and language barriers that immigrant youth face in adjusting to their new lives in the United States. Is the experience for children depend on how and why they arrived in America? What challenges do immigrant youth face when they first come to America? 
“Illegal” Children: The second session will focus on the plight of undocumented students in the education system.  Undocumented students in American schools are plagued with the fear of facing immigration charges or even being deported.  Participants will visit the Northern Virginia Juvenile Detention Center, where juveniles are detained on criminal charges and immigration violations.  The Detention Center has a school where students can take basic classes taught by Virginia Public School teachers.  How do students’ fears take a toll on their education?  How do students with undocumented families cope and participate in the school system? How do teachers take their students’ condition into consideration?
“Speaking American”: The third session will focus on how English as a Second Language (ESL) programs are implemented in public schools.  Participants will explore the ESL issue from the perspective of students, teachers, parents, and administrators, and will include a visit to Education Strengthens Families Public Charter School. Participants will meet with an ESL class and learn about the individual challenges that face kindergarten children trying to learn English.  Additionally, we will meet with the children’s parents, who are also ESL students.  How does learning English fits into the greater challenge of integration? What methods and theories to ESL teachers use when teaching immigrant children and their parents?
"Making Americans”: The fourth session will focus on how immigrant students participate in “American” life.  Participants will sit in on a 90-minute after-school program with Liberty’s Promise, a non-profit organization that helps to orient immigrant children to life and education in the U.S.   Following the formal program, participants will also have the opportunity to break off into small groups of three with a high school student to speak with the students directly and candidly about their experiences of assimilation and cultural acceptance in the United States.   Some leading questions to explore include: Based on your experience, do you think that the United States is a melting pot or a salad bowl?  What are some things about your culture that you hope to always preserve?  What values or laws do you think are uniquely American?  Is that a value or law that you think is important to have in society? 
