
O
ver the past several decades, the international migra-
tion of people, goods, and services has touched nearly
all corners of the globe, spurring economic and social
development. The effects of globalization are readily

apparent: the increased strength of multi-national corporations,
the expansion of “free trade” economic zones, and the global move-
ment of capital. Whether globalization can alleviate the wide dis-
parity of wealth between developed and developing countries,
however, remains to be seen. Regardless, globalization and migra-
tory labor have had a profound, and questionably beneficial,
impact on human rights. 

With these issues in mind, the Spring issue of the Human
Rights Brief is dedicated to investigating the effect of globalization
on international human rights, with specific emphasis on labor
rights and migration. Safeguarding human rights in this new par-
adigm presents novel challenges, requiring new alliances, increased
corporate accountability, and a recommitment to universal labor
standards. Neha Misra’s article provides an ideal introduction to
these issues, documenting the push and pull factors of interna-
tional migration and the role played by international trade and the
WTO. Providing a more in-depth focus, Nisha Varia’s piece on the
plight of migrant domestic workers in the Middle East highlights
gaps in national labor laws that permit worker abuse.

In the United States, immigration remains a divisive topic,
and public reaction has evoked some of the best and worst ele-
ments of American society. Although labor rights activists have tra-
ditionally avoided this debate, Jayesh Rathod documents how the
AFL-CIO, the largest labor organization in the U.S., has embarked
on a new partnership with day laborers, many of whom are immi-
grants. This marks a significant shift in the legal politics on labor
and migration, and offers the possibility of increased recognition
of the rights of immigrant workers in the United States.

Marta Tavares’ article on the Secure Fence Act, by contrast,
demonstrates the extent of public and congressional opposition to
undocumented migration within the U.S. As Tavares argues, the
construction of an impending physical barrier along the U.S.-
Mexico border, designed to improve border security and reduce
migrant access to the U.S. through unregulated channels, raises
fundamental human rights concerns.

Although these articles address only a small fraction of the
multitude of legal consequences of globalization, they nonetheless
offer a needed human rights perspective on this important issue. If
globalization is to achieve its stated goals, human rights must
remain paramount. These articles represent one step toward this
objective. HRB
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