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CRIMINAL LAW - |
Objectives of the Course:

The primary objective of criminal law is to maintain law and order in the society and
to protect the life and liberty of people. It is for this reason that the people place their
ultimate reliance on this branch of law for protection against all injuries that human
conduct can inflict on individuals and institutions. Due to these reasons, the penal law
cannot afford to be weak, ambiguous or ineffective. Nor can it be harsh and arbitrary in
its impact. The application of criminal laws has to be uniform regardless of any
discrimination on grounds of class, caste, religion, sex or creed etc. of either the criminal
or the victim. The subject of Criminal Law-1 has been so designed as to generate critical
thinking among the students about the stated objectives of criminal law and enable them
to scrutinise the recent developments and changes that have taken place in the field. The
primary objectives of this course are:-

o To familiarise the students with the key concepts regarding crime and criminal
law.

0 To expose the students to the range of mental states those constitute mens rea
essential for committing crime.

0 To teach specific offences under the Indian Penal Code.

0 To keep students abreast of the latest developments and changes in the field of
criminal law.

General Readings:
1. R. C. Nigam. Law of Crimes- Principles of Criminal Law, Vol. 1 (1965) Asia

Publishing House

Rattan Lal Dhiraj Lal, Indian Penal Code (30™ Ed. 2004) Wadhwa and Co.

P.S. Atchuthen Pillai, Criminal Law (8" ed. 1998 2" Reprint). N. M. Tripathi

4. P.S. Atchuthen Pillai, Criminal Law, V. Suresh and D. Nagasaila (eds.) (9" ed.
2000) Butterworths

5. Dr. Hari Singh Gaur’s Penal Law of India, (11" ed 2003) Law Publishers (India)
Pvt Ltd.

6. K.D. Gaur, Criminal Law Cases and Materials (3" ed. 1999) Butterworths
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CONTENTS

1. General Introduction

a. Nature and definition of crime; state’s power to determine acts or
omissions as crime; Distinction between crime and other wrongs

b. Historical outline of crime, penal law in India; IPC- a reflection of
different social and moral values; salient features

c. Constituent elements of Crime: Human being, actus reus, mens rea, injury
and punishment.
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