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Elizabeth Boals became the Assistant Director of the Trial Advocacy Program in 2005. 
Her areas of specialization include: Criminal and Civil Trial Advocacy, Criminal Law 
and Procedure, and Evidence. Before joining the faculty at WCL, Professor Boals 
defended the U.S. Department of Commerce on alleged violations of Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, and the Rehabilitation Act. 
She was a partner at Lay, Ippolito & Dillard, PLLC, and, prior to that, an attorney at 
Zwerdling, Paul, Leibig, Kahn, Thompson & Wolly, P.C.  She began her legal career as 
an assistant public defender in the Office of the Public Defender in Alexandria, Virginia.  
Professor Boals is a National Institute of Trial Advocacy (NITA) Advocacy Program 
faculty member and has lectured at Maryland and Virginia Coalitions of Police 
Conferences; Virginia Public Defenders’ Boot Camp for New Lawyers; Alexandria 
Inmate Outreach Program; and Alexandria Community Corrections Program.  She 
recently authored a NITA case file, focusing on trial issues in a gang murder context.   


